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A    SHORT 


ESSAY 

UPON 

Trade  in  general, 

But  more  Enlarged  on  that  Branch  relating  to 
the  Woollen  Manufactures  of 

GreatBritain  and  Ireland^ 

Wherein  is  detected 

The  fcandalous  Exaggerations  and  Calculations 
o  p 
Meff.  TFehber^  London^  and  the  Drapery 

And    Also 

^  Method  propos'd  to  prevent  the  Owling 
of  unmanufadur'd  Wool,  by  a  Publick  Regiftry, 
at  fuch  Expence,  that  the  Crown  may  not  fuffer, 
or  the  Grower  of  Wool  be  opprefs'd. 

JIumbly  addrefs'd  to  the  Lords  CommiJJioners  of 
Trade  aitd  Plantations. 

By  a  Lover  of  his  Country,  and  the  Conllitution  of 
GREAT-BRITAIK 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Huggonson,    in   Sword  and  Buckler- 
C*«r/,  oyer-againft  the  Crawn  Tavern  on  Ludgate-hilli 


7^  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Commijffio7iers  of  Trade  and  Pla?i- 
t  at  ions  ^ 

The  following  Effay  is  mod  humbly  fubmitted. 
My  Lords, 

HAT  is  now  propofed  for  your 
Lordfliips  perufal  (Tome  fmall  Vari- 
ations excepted^  was  defigncd  to  ap- 
pear during  the  fitting  of  the  laft  Par- 
liament at  the  Time  the  Honourable 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  confidsring  of  proper 
Methods  to  prevent  the  pernicious  Pradice  of 
Smuggling,  Running,  or  Owling  Wool,  the 
Growth  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  to  Foreign 
Parts,  Unmanufactured,  or  nor  fully  Manufci(5tured. 
But  that  Ploufe  coming  to  a  Refolution,  that  your- 
Lordfhips  fhould  confider  what  was  nectflary  to  be 
done  in  the  Premifes,  and  make  a  RcTort  with  your 
Opinion  thereon,  to  the  fucceeding  Parliament,  it 
was  Poftponed,  and  I  Ihould  with  great  Difficulty 
have  prevailed  upon  myfeir  to  appear  now,  believing 
with  that  Honourable  Houfe  your  Lordfliips  equal 
to  the  Undertaking,  whofe  proper  and  Honoura- 
ble Employments  are  the  Guardianlhip  and  Care  of 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  by  much  the  grtateft, 
^ny  Nation   in  Europe  can  boall  of,  or  perliaps 
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any  other  on  this  Globe,  and  that  part  in  Queftion 
the  mod  valuable  Branch  of  it. 

But  your  Lordfhips,  contrary  to  the  Self-fuffi- 
ciency  of  fomc  of  the  Authors  who  have  wrote 
upon  this  Subjed,  have  by  publick  iVdvertifement 
in  the  Gazette,  defired  fuch  who  have  any  Thing 
to  offer  on  that  Subject  to  let  you  know  of  it ;  I 
therefore,  my  Lords,  fhall  give  my  Thoughts,  and 
fliould  they  not  be  found  fo  ufeful  (as  I  humbly 
hope  and  am  in  Opinion  they  may)  I  fhould  thjnk 
myfelf  an  Enemy  to  my  Country,  as  well  as  un- 
dutiful  to  your  Lordfhips  if  I  fhould  llifle  them  ; 
therefore  I  will  endeavour  to  imitate  your  Lord- 
fliips  Example,  and  behave  with  all  the  Modefty 
the  Subjeft  will  admit  of ;  and  Ihall  lay  before  you 
the  bell  Probabilities  I  can  colleft,  to  Anfwer  the 
End  demanded,  and  cure  every  Defeft,  with  your 
Lordfhips  Improvement,  that  at  Prefent  is,  or  here- 
after may  be,  if  carefully  adhered  to :  And  as 
what  I  fhall  offer  is  more  deligncd  for  the  Pub- 
Jick  Good,  than  my  own  private  Advantage,  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  be  fet  right  in  any  Particular 
wherein  I  fhall  err  *,  and  then  I  am  well  affured 
the  Premifes  laid  down  will  have  fuch  effed,  that 
yourLordfliips  mufl  be  trucly  inform'd  in  any  Thing 
wherein  I  am  deficient.  If  I  fhould  fail  in  Diftioii 
or  Method,  I  am  perfuaded  your  Lordfhips  will 
cxcufe  it  as  not  abfolutely  neceflJIiry  in  a  Treatife 
on  Trade, 

I  am  now,  my  Lords,  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
particular  Articles  uhar  will  be  touched  upon  in  this 
ElTay  i  and  fhall  begin  firlt  with  examining  what 
has  been  faid  on  the  Subje6l  in  Qiieflion  by  the 
feveral  Authors  who  have  wrote  upon  it  (to  \vh) 
MuNN,  the  Author  of  the  Golden  Fleece  i  Web- 
fER,  London,  and  the  Draper. 
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The  two  firft  wrote  without  any  defign  of  cafting 
Odium  or  Reflexion  on  the  Government ;  but 
Webber  and  the  reft  of  them  have  wrote  like 
Men  inlifted  under  the  Banner  of  Sedition  ;  their 
Works  are  calculated  for  thofe  Purpofes  as  well  as 
with  finifter  Views  to  themfelves,  being  full  of  un- 
warrantable and  fcandalous  Exaggerations  and  Cal- 
culations drawn  from  wrong  Principles  and  Com- 
putations, unfairly  given  both  as  to  Price,  Quantity, 
and  Time. 

I  wou'd  not,  my  Lords,  be  undcrftood  in  any 
Manner  to  favour  the  Smu<;g!crs  of  our  Wool, 
for  I  think  if  but  20,000  Packs  iiillead  of  500,000 
(as  the  above  Authors  infinuate  and  afiert)  fhould 
annually  be  fent  abroad,  our  Nation  would  fuffer 
more  than  a  Million  Sterling  ;  and  we  had  better 
fettle  fuch  a  Penfion  on  any  Foreign  Dominion 
than  indulge  them  in  the  manner  aforefud,  which 
may  be  fhewn  hereafter  ;  as  alfo  feveral  other  Caufes 
that  affefl  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  befides  Smug- 
gling •  and  contribute  to  its  Decay  (I  hope  Vv-orthy 
your  Lordifhips  Confideration)  with  fome  Propofils 
to  effect  their  Cure,  and  redore  the  faid  Trade  to  its 
antient  Vigour  and  Strength.  For  as  Children  for 
want  of  good  Nurfmg,  may  grow  Ricketty,  ib 
Trade,  my  Lords,  in  general,  and  every  particular, 
if  not  well  attended  and  taken  care  of,  will  grow 
Weak  and  Feeble,  and  become  burthenfome  to  the 
Nation,  that  otherwife  would  be  of  the  greateft 
Service.  It  has  been  fliid  indeed  by  fome,  than 
Trade  fhould  be  under  no  Reftraint,  for  it  will  na- 
turally find  its  proper  Channel  if  its  left  to  run  its 
own  Courfe,  and  enrich  thofe  who  carry  it  properly 
on  :  Which  is  true  as  to  Individuals  ;  but  the  con- 
trary is  the  National  and  pub'.ick  Intereft.  For 
Trade  may  be  profitable  to  Particulars,  that's  to- 
totally  detrimenti'.l  to  the  Publick,  therefore  ought 
to  be  reftraincd.     There  is  alfo  Trade  where   In- 
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dividuals  lofe  and  the  Nation  gains,  and  Trade  that 
is  Reciprocal!  :  Others  that  may  be  carried  on  to  a 
National  Advantage,  though  managed  by  Barter, 
where  the  Rallance  is  paid  by  Us  in  Money  :  All 
and  every  of  which,  tho*  well  known  to  your  Lord- 
fhips   may  be  flievvn  to  the  Publick. 

I  fhall  farther  exhibit  Calculations  of  my  own 
in  various  ways,  by  none  of  which  1  can  find  any 
Probability  there  is  any  near  Thing  the  Quantity  of 
Wool,  of  the  Growth  o^  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
that  is  faid  to  be  fent  Abroad  Annually.  In  which  (1 
vvifii  for  the  Publick  Good)  I  may  be  miftaken,  but 
lam  afraid  the  Joweft  of  my  Calculations  makes  more 
than  will  be  found  to  grow  amongft  Us ;  but  that 
cannot  be  fufficiently  demonftrated  till  an  Account 
is  taken  by  Regifter  •,  yet  I  fliould  imagine  a  pretty 
near  View  may  be  taken,  and  it  would  not  be  a- 
mJfs  ro  attempt  it,  that  it  may  be  known  when  the 
Ad  fhall  pafs  how  to  fix  the  Expence  at  fuch  a 
Rate,  that  the  Government  may  not  be  lofers,  nor 
the  Growers  opprefs'd.  Therefore,  I  fhall  give 
my  1  iioughts  how  it  may  be  done  i  and  what  Fo- 
reign Wool,  and  in  what  Manufafture,  two  Packs 
of  Foreign  Wool  will  mix  with  one  of  ours.  And 
I  deny  that  fuch  Wool  as  they  have  reprefentcd 
the  French  and  Dutch  to  be,  will  do  this. 

I  ftiall  farther  attempt  to  make  a  probable  Cal- 
culation of  the  Quantity  of  Woollen  Goods  made 
at  Home,  wiih  the  Price  of  Labour,  and  the 
Wool  in  niofl;  of  the  forts  of  Goods  ;  and  conclude 
with  my  own  Opinion  as  to  the  publick  Regiftry, 
and  in  v/hat  nunner  it  may  be  managed,  and  the 
iiumbrr  of  Hands  necefiary,  with  fome  other  Ob- 
Krvations  not  yet  treated  upon. 
.,M^.  MuxN,  in  his  Preface,  tells  us  in  the  Year 
17  2^,  he  was  about  purchafing  lOO  Packs  of 
Wool  ar   Ndn-f'crt,  in  the  IQe  of  IFi^ht,  which  he 
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Inot  taking  was  fold  to  France^  as  he  was  informed. 
That  in  the  Years  1725,  31,  32,  0^'^,  34,  35, 
and  36,  he  was  Abroad,  and  faw  landed  in  the 
feveral  Years  what  I  compute  about  a  thoufind 
Packs  of  Englijh  or  Irijh  Wool  ;  and  believes 
that  Foreigners  have  our  Wool,  otherwife  they 
could  not  carry  on  their  Stuff  Manufa(5lury.  (Pos- 
sibly iTiMAY  BE  so)  But  I Jhould apprehend  Wool 
fo  mixed  as  ours  is^Fine  and  Foyig^  blended  with  their Sy 
that  is  Jhort^  Sour  and  Cotirfe^  bejides  Sticheld  Hair^ 
lejfen  the  Value  of  the  Commodity  7nanu[a5ftired  in 
Proportion  to  the  ^lantity  of  the  bad  mixed  with 
the  goody  as  ours  doth  Cloth  when  mixed  zvith  Spanifh 
JVool ;  and  he  far  diff eying  from  Air,  London", 
(who  makes  the  befi  Wool  but  4  /.  per  Pack)  owns 
that  the  Wool  which  groweth  betwixt  Hewford,  Rofs, 
and  the  Old  Gore,  was  fold  at  Hewford  and  Rofs 
Fairs  for  20 1,  per  Pack  ;  ajid  that  the  Wool  of  the 
South  J  down  in  Suflex,  is  pretty  near  as -valuable. 

His  Introduflion  is,  that  the  Wealth  of  a  Na- 
tion confifts  in  the  Multitude  of  its  Inhabitants 
thereby  employed  in  the  Manufidury  of  Materials 
of  their  own  Growth,  for  their  own  and  Foreign 
Confumption  •,  and  tells  us  that  the  Wool  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  hath  fuch  a  fuperior  Qiiality 
in  it,  that  if  we  fufFcr  it  not  to  be  Owled,  but  Ma- 
nufa6lure  it  at  home,  it  will  command  fuch  Trade 
as  will  be  better  to  Us  than  the  Mines  of  Peru  and 
Mexico  are  to  Spain. 

He  farther  fays  that  the  Wool  coveted  Abroad 
and  Owled,  is  chiefly  combing  Wool,  tho'  there 
is  long  Wool  grows  in  North  Holland^  Zealand^ 
and  about  Ghent  and  Lovain,  but  no  ways  equal 
to  ours  in  Goodnefs,  fo  infers  that  ours  is  Owled 
there  in  large  Parcels  ;  but  no  where  pretends  to  name 
the  ^lantitv :  Whereas  Mr,  Webber,  London, 
and   the  Draper  iiave  alilired  it  to  be  500,000 
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Packs  Yearly,  which  I  apprehend  to  he  above 
100,000  Packs  pwre  than  grows  in  both  Kingdoms, 
He  then  enumerates  the  leveral  fores  of  Goods 
made  of  combed  Wool  only,  and  what  Sort  of 
Goods  are  mixed  with  it,  (viz,)of  combing  Wool, 
Silk,  Cotton,  Mohair,  Spinnel,  or  Linnen ;  and 
the  French  making  all  tkefc  Commodities,  he  ima- 
gines it  mufb  be  with  our  Wool  ;  and  mentions 
likewife  upwards  of  200  different  Trades  depend- 
ing on  the  Woollen  Manufactury.  He  introduces 
even  the  Parfon  and  Landlord  as  interefted  in 
the  fame  •,  which  is  true  (if  we  take  in  all  that  are 
remotely  related  to  it)  and  in  this  Senfe  the  whole 
Nation  are  interefted  in  every  Manufa^ure  we  have  ; 
we  all  depending  one  on  another.  And  as  they  fill  us 
with  People  and  conjume  the  Produce  of  our  Land^ 
which  gives  Value  to  it^  the  fame  Value  returns  again 
from  the  Gentleman  to  the  Peafint,  Tradefman^  La- 
bourer^ Sec. 

He  further  iliys,  that  if  we  keep  not  our  Wool 
at  home  unmanuf\(5lured,  the  French  and  Flem- 
mings,  who  rival  us  in  that  Branch  by  help  of  our 
own  Wool,  underworking  us  30/.  per  Cent,  as 
alfo  making  a  better  Commodity,  (tho*  of  mix'd 
Wool)  that  they  underfel  us  10  or  12  per  Cent. 
in  Foreign  Markets. 

That  if  we  fuffcr  our  Wool  to  go  abroad,  our 
Manufadures  muft  follow  it  ;  they  then  will  ferve 
us  as  before  Queen  Elizabetlfs  Time  they  did  with 
the  Woollen  Manufadlury  for  our  own  ufe.  He 
fays  the  Foreigners  have  Laws  among  themfelvcs  to 
keep  down  the  Price  of  Labour,  which  our  other 
Authors  want  to  have  advanced  here  :  how  far  the 
above  Obfervations  deferve  the  Confideration  of  Par- 
liament may  be  fhewcd  hereafter. 

The  Author  of  the  Golden  Fleece  in  the  fame 
Manner  the'  other  huih  done,  but  with  a   dilTcrent. 
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regard  to  the  Manufa<5liirers,  after  quoting  two  or 
three  Acfls  of  Parliament.'to  prevent  the  exporting 
our  Wool  and  Fuller's  Earth,  now  of  little  pfe  to 
ttSy  afferts  that  Spanijh  Wool  can't  be  ufed.unlefs 
mix'd  with  ours  -,  In  which  he  is  much  mi/iakhiy 
for  there  is  no  Wool  but  Spanifli  in  our  fuperfine 
Cloths  (the  Lift  excepted)  as  Munn  has  alfo  fully 
Jhewn  in  his  I'recitife. 

He  makes  a  Declaration  in  Favour  of  the  La- 
bourers, who  he  would  have  protefted  and  encou- 
raged in  their  feveral  Callings,  fo  as  may  enable 
them  to  live  comfortably  by  the  Fruits  of  their 
Labour  ;  and  as  they  contribute  to  the  Welfare  of 
their  Country,  it  is  but  reafonable  the  Legiflature 
fliould  give  them  Encouragement  and  Protecftion," 
the  Labour  of  the  meaner  fort  of  People  being  6f 
too  great  Value  to-be  negledled  or  be  defpifed  by 
a  Trading  Nation,  much  lefs  the  Manufadurers ; 
And  as  we  can't  but  be  fenfibl'e  that  their  Mainte- 
nance and  Labour  is  much  dearer  than  in  other. 
Nations  ;  yet  notwithftanding  they  have  in  Pro-' 
portion  the  Umie  right  to  fubfift,  and  wants  to  fup- 
ply,  which  cannot  be  obtained  but  by  keeping  our 
Wool  at  home. 

He  then  gives  us  a  Calculation  what  Hands  are 
neceflary  to  Manufadture  three  Packs  in  one  Week, 
and  indeed  gives  afujficient  Price  to  maintain  oiir 
Labourers  well,  as  under. 

If  he  means  Packs  of  Wool  clear  of  wafe,  which 
is  full  -i-,  as  I  do  in  my  lafl  Calculation^  then  I 
employ  936  Hands  where  he  em-ploys  hut  '^6^. 
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One  Pack  of  Wool  made  into  Broad 

Cloth, 

I.   s.   d, 

I  To  Sort  and  Dry  it 080 

Dying  and  Cleaning  *  i   10     o 

•'■t^oy"s!'°ScribIeit— 2     8     o 

30  Women  and  Girls  to  Card  and  Spin  it  600 
4  Boys  to  Spool  and  Wind  Quills  —     o  lo     o 

B  V  o^  Scour  it,  full,  row,  and preft    340 

8  Weavers   «     4   16     o 

4  Women  to  Burle  it  '  012     o 


58  in  a  Week  will  earn  — 


One  Ditto  Combing  Wool  for  Stuffs. 
6  Combers  at  12  s. 
Dying,  i^c.  — — 
120  Spinners,  at  2  s.  3  d.    — 


10  Throwers  and  Daublers,  at  8  s.  — 
22  Weavers,  at  10  s.  ■■     ■      ■ 


158 

One  Ditto  for  Stockings* 

9  Combers,  at  10  s. 

Dying,  ^c. ' • 

yG  Spinners ,^ 

8  Doublcrs  and  Throwers 

c,6  Weavers,  at  1 2  s.— 


19 

8 

0 

tuffs. 

3 

12 

0 

X 

10 

0 

13 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

ZZ 

12 

0 

4 

10 

0 

I 

10 

0 

13 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

33 

12 

0 

149  55     o     o 

Total  Hands  employed  56/;.      Sum?        o 

Total  ____  JJ W°^     °     ° 

which  is  about  5  s.  and  1 1  d.  fer  Week,   one  wjdi 
another  for  Labour, 
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^y  the  aforefaid  Account^  it  mujl  follow  ( 

as  often  as  50,000  Packs  are  Owlcd^fo^  1 ,800,000 

often  will  Great   Britain  lofe.  ) 

And  fo  often  will  the  Number  of  Per - 
fons  out  of  Employment  he   117,353. 

Be  fides  it*s  a  received  Opinio?!,  that  ^ 
300,000  Packs   hy  Connivance^  i^cX 
are  fent  Abroad,  hy  which  Great  Bri-^  ^'^     ' 
t^i'm  lofes  if  but  half  the  ^antitv.  } 

And  the  Number  of  Manufariurers  deprived  of 
Employment  will  be  352,059, 

Beftdes  the  Dimunition  of  the  Merchants  Profits, 
and  the  hurt  aone  to  our  Navigation,  and  tho*  the 
^lantity  he  more  or  lefs  it  will  bear  the  fame  Pro- 
portion. 

He  harps  flill  on  the  fame  String,  and  faith,  tlic 
fuppofed  Qu^iirity  is  300,000  Packs'.  But  fhould 
it  be  but  150,000,  that  will  work  with  300,000 
of  Foreign,  and  produce  a  Manufa6ture  of  45,0000 
Packs  •,  lb  then  ii  the  150000  Packs  were  kept  at 
home,  'Turkey,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  other  Foreign 
Countries  would  want  from  Great  Britain  45,0000 
Packs  in  Room  of  the  like  Quantity  furnilhed  by 
other  Countries  -,  who  in  this  Cafe  would  have  none 
of  thefe  Manufartured  Goods,  which  mull  of  Courfe 
increafe  the  Demahd  here,  and  advance  the  Prices, 
gives  an  Example  to  prove  it,  and  fays  we  may 
fix  our  own  Price,  as  the  Hollanders  do  in  their 
Spices.  (fThefe  would  be  happy  Times  indeed.)  i 

He  propoies  a  Method  to  prevent  Smugling, 
one  Penny  per  Pound,  or  20  s.  per  Pack,  Ducy 
on  Wool,  and  a  general  Regifber  -,  and  that  the 
Duty  on  Plidcs,  Candles,  Soap,  painted  Silks,  and 
Starch  be  taken  off, which  produces  Grofs  558,169/. 
Communibus  Annis  for  five  Years  palt,  beginning 
ftC  1734,  and  faith  the  Nation  will  not  pay  one 
C  Shilling 
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Shilling  in  lieu  of  ten,  tho'  the  leaft  Sum  propofed 
to  be  railed  is  600000  /.  annually  by  Wool,  out 
of  which  is  to  be  paid  for 

/. 
60Q000 


/. 


Twenty  four  Regider  Ships  23920" 

For  Charges  of  Officers —    13742 

Taxes 

For  Ditto  Candles 

Taxes  

On  Soap        

Taxes  — 


709 

13495  ^ 
824. 

9490 
43  S 


62618 


Neat  Produce     537382 

He  allows  that  he  may  be  miftaken  in  the  quan- 
tity of  Wool,  but  anfwers  when  that  is  known  the 
necelTary  Sum  may  be  raifed,  fo  it  may  happen  to 
be  a  Duty  of  \o  s.  per  Pack^  on  Wool^  zvhuh  will  at 
frefent  be  a  i>ery  unpopular  Tax  :  And  how  we  pay 
but  I  J.  in  lieu  of  \o  s.  is  a  Myjlery^  when  the  'Tax 
taken  off'  is  lefs  than  the  'J'ax  to  be  impofed. 

Now  to  Mr.  Webber  :  He  tells  us  in  his  De- 
•dication  to  my  Lord  Mayor,  Court  of  Aldermen, 
and  Common  Council  of  the  City  o^  London,  the 
Damage  fuftained  to  Great  Britain^  in  fuffering 
•France  to  have  our  Wool  un  wrought  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  we  grow  every  Day  poorer  and  France 
richer. 

That  exporting  our  Wool  is  our  Weaknefs  and 
their  Strength,  by  which  they  have  been  enabled 
to  improve  their  Manufafluries,  who  work  cheaper 
than  ,wc,  can  fupplant  us,  and  undcrfel  us  in  Fo- 
reign Markets. 

That  an  effecflual  Remedy  hath  been  often  flu- 
died,  but  invented  never 'till  nOw  i  wlrich  he  offeus 
•and  ventures  to  call  it  an  cifedual  one,becaule  allow- 
ed 
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ed  by  all  that  nnderftand  Trade,  and  not  denyed  to 
be  fuch  by  any  of  the  Miniftry  -,  by  which  he  will 
undertake  under  any  Penalty,  to  bring  from  Fo- 
reigners into  the  Treafqry,  annually  a  Million,  and 
to  the  Intereft  of  Land  and  Trade  about  kv^n 
Millions,  fo  that  the  King  and  his  Subjeds  have 
loft  above  fixty  Millions,  and  France  has  gained 
above  twice  as  much,  by  his  Scheme  not  being  ac- 
cepted near  nine  Years  fince,  tho'  recommended  by 
the  hands  of  more  then  600000  Traders,  the 
Draper  fays  Woolen  Traders.  CThis  is  only  an 
I;pfe  Dixit. 

In  his  Remonftrance  to  my  Lord  Mayor,  &c, 
and  Addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  IVales,  he  fays  he 
might  have  fa  id  inftead  of  feven,  more  than 
20,000,000  ;  then  the  lois  to  England  would  have 
been  180,000,000,  and  360,000,000  gained  to 
France  {a  ?7ionJirous  Sum  to  he  loji  hy  tis^  and  gained 
by  the  French  in  fo  fmall  a  Time,)  but  the  worthy 
Draper  has  improved  this  Lofs  to  more  than 
200,000,000,  and  FranceV  Gain  to  above 
400,000,000. 

That  he  applyed  to  his  Majefty,  who  ordered 
the  Attorney  General  to  form  a  Charter,  but  an 
Ad  of  Parliament  being  thought  to  be  neceffiry, 
tho*  he  hath  applyed  ever  fince  (notwithilanding 
his  Scheme  is  fo  beneficial)  hath  noc  been  able  to 
obtain  one,  nor  accefs  to  his  Majrily  to  reprefent 
Matters  to  him  ;  for  he  hath  either  been  refufed  Ad- 
mittance, or  not  allowed  time  to  fpcak. 

Therefore  he  intrears  them  lor  their  own  fak?s, 
their  Families,  their  Countries,  their  Kings,  to  Pe- 
tition the  Parliament,  or  a-iclrefs  his  Majefty  that 
his  Scheme  may  be  confidered,  a;ui  he  heard  i 
and  if  he  is  a  bold  and  ignorant  Pretender,  he 
fubmitstobe  Punifli'd,  &c.  Bat  if  Truth  is  of  his 
C  2  ade 


(12) 

fidc,  to  be  regarded  j  for  he  will  Hiew  we  muft 
be  ruin*d  unavoidably,  if  we  don't  prevent  owling 
our  Wool,  which  can  be  done  no  way  (not  by 
Officers)  but  by  an  univerfal  Jlegifter  and  a  Char- 
ter. 

He  fays  Page  the  4th,  that  unmanufadlured  Wool 
3t  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  fold  from  12  to  14  and  16 
pounds  per  Pack,  and  fome  Pages  after  it  now  fells 
from  4/.  10  J.   to  5/.  per  Pack. 

Page  6th,  that  the  intelligent  Reader  may  not 
doubt  the  want  of  Hands,  a  Patriot  Nobleman  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  procure 
an  Eftimate  of  fhc  number  of  Poor  on  the  P:itifK 
Books  in  England^  and  found  1400,000,  300,000 
of  which  were  Orphans  or  Pcifons  uncapable  to 
Work,  the  remaining  1100,000  were  fit  ior  La- 
bour. 

Page  the  Sth.  In  1703,  Wool  rofe  from  9  and  n 
Pounds,  to  12  and  14  Pounds  per  Pack,  and  our 
Manufaiftures  were  in  Proportion  *,  this  Price  held 
^till  1707.  In  1708  it  fcil  again,  as  he  fays  by 
Owling,  or  Smugling  •,  for  thofe  that  were  in  the 
I^rench  Intereft,  ufed  to  Ship  Wool  without  Con- 
voy, which  was  fa  re  lO  be  taken. 

And  ihat  a  Merchant  offered  to  join  with  him 
in  running  Wool  to  France^  promifing  to  procure 
a  French  Pafs,  which  might  be  hud  for  three  Pounds, 
which  he  refufed.  Then  Wool  fell  to  8 /.  10  j. 
which  the  French  mix'd  with  theirs,  not  worth 
more  then  2  /.  or  2  /.  10  j.  per  Pack  -,  by  which 
means  the  ir^;2fZ>  underfold  us,  and  Wool  continu- 
ed fiiliing  till  It  fell  to  7  /.  or  7  /.  10  j.  But  in  the 
Year  17 19,  the  Plague  broke  out  m  France,  and 
pur  Wool  rofe  to  1 2  /.  a  Pack  :  Thefe  Fads  he 
fays  undeniably  fhew,  the  caufe  of  tke  Rife  and 
Fall  of  our  Wool  and  the  Manufafturers  thereof; 
as  alfo  point  out  a  Method  for  their  Cure. 

He 
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He  believes  it  to  be  true,  that  800,000  Pacl^s 
are  grown  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.,  and  that 
France  hath  500,000  of  them  yearly,  and  faith, 
whenever  we  are  at  War  with  France^  our  Manu- 
fa(51:ures  advance. 

Page  14.  That  Labour  is  fo  cheap  here  now, 
that  thirty-two  are  employed  to  do  the  Work  of 
twelve  :  That  the  Mafter  may  rob  each  Journeyman 
I  s.  per  Week  ;  which  Agreement  each  of  them 
fhall  allow,  under  Pretence  of  Lodging,  tho*  they 
have  none  from  him  ;  by  which  IMcans  he  hath 
known  a  Journeyman  have  no  more  than  4  d.  4  to 
receive  on  Saturday  Night  for  the  Support  of  him- 
felf  and  Family  ;  {the  fame  frequently  happens  where 
Journeymen  earn  14  s.  per  JVeek)  injlead  of  receiving 
4  d.  -1  run  in  Debt. 

That  in  the  Year  1698,  150,000  /.  Value  of 
Woollen  Goods  was  bought  at  Briflol  Fair,  in  eight 
Days,  by  Dutch  and  Spanifo  Merchants,  befides 
what  was  Ihipped  from  Minehead,  Barnjlahle.,  Bid^ 
defordf  'TopJJM?n,  or  Exon,  along  the  South  Chan- 
nel, London,  Bocking,  BaiJitree,  Norwich^  and  Tar- 
mouth,  and  what  was  exported  from  Ireland,  which 
then  had  a  free  Trade  from  Cork,  !fo!fghal,  PFater- 
ford,  and  Dublin. 

.  N.  B.  Bocking  and  Bdlntree  are  no  Ports.,  neither 
was  'ever  any  Goods  fent  from  thence  abroad,  but 
firjl  Mtderwent  fomeManuf allure  from,  London. 
Yarmouth  is  the  Port  to  Norwich,  but  itfslf  a 
Place  of  no  ManufaP.ure  in  the  Wcollcn  Way, 
no  Matter,  it  tells  and  adds  to  the  Number  of 
Places,  tij£refore  faveJls  the  Account,,  and  mag- 
nifies  what  he  is  IVriiing  upon.,  an  Esaggera- 
tion  no  body  has  taken  notice  of,  nor  any  other 
of  the  fame  kind,  thd'  he  and  his  Brother  Au- 
thars  abound  in  \m. 

He 
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He  farther  faith,  that  he  was  told  by  a  Great 
Man  that  there  was  no  need  of  a  Regifter,  when 
we  might  command  Foreign  Markets,  by  under- 
working them,  viz.  the  French,  and  lowering  the 
Price  of  Englijh  Labour.  To  which  he  anfwers, 
it  is  much  better  to  hinder  our  Neighbours  from 
carrying  any  Goods  there  ;  neither  is  it  poflible, 
while  the  French  have  our  Wool  to  do  it,  which  is 
fo  low  already,  the  Labourers  can't  fubfill ;  befides, 
it's  notorious,  the  higher  Labour  is,  our  Country 
gets  the  more  by  it,  and  greater  Riches  is  brought 
into  the  Country.  In  his  Regijter  he  values  Labour 
at  60  1.  per  Pack, 

Mr.  London  next  calls  for  Infpedion  -,  he  fays 
Mr.  Webber  put  Labour  at  3  s.  4d.  pr  Pound 
manufafturing,  becaufe  he  would  not  be  thought  to 
value  the  Price  too  high,  and  thereby  offend,  tho' 
joins  in  Opinion  with  him,  it  ought  to  be  5  s.  per 
Pound  •,  hit  I  donH  find  Mr.  Webber  hath  made 
any  Efiimation  of  the  Value  of  Labour  in  manufac- 
turing a  Pack  of  JVooU  but  in  his  Regifler,  and  there 
he  fays  he  hath  made  the  Fine  5  s.  per  Pounds  it  be- 
ing worth  thereabouts  manufa^uring. 

Further,  That  the  Woollen  Manufaftury  in 
England  is  of  more  Confequence  than  the  Linnens, 
and  all  the  other  Manufadures,  it  employing  more 
Hands  than  all  put  together.  As  indeed  they  mufi 
if  the  following  Calculation  was  true^  hut  he  talks  of 
the  Advantages  of  our  ManufaBures  too  far  to  follow 
him,  fo  ril  froceed  to  his  Calculation, 


He 
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He  faith  its  computed 
looOjOOO  Packs  of  Wool 
grows  annually  here,whichl 
fold,  as  when  confined  to< 
our  own  Manufa(5lures  at 
16 1.  perViLck,  is 

Labour  and  Profit  in 
working  at  fuch  Times  at' 
40  /.  per  Pack. 


As  now  fold 


L 


.16,000,000 


•40,000,000 


56,000,000 


—      —    4,000,000 

Labour  and  Profit  of  500,000 

Packs,  at  the  prefent  Price —  10,000,000 

14,000,000 

Therefore  is  to  our  Difadvantage  42,000,000  /.  by 
which  it  appears  the  Nation  lofes  no  lels  thaa 
42000,000  /.  Sterling  yearly,  befides  what  the  land- 
ed Intereft  fufFers  by  Poor's  Rates,  made  to  fupport 
them,  which  in  Time  will  become  fo  numerous, 
that  the  whole  Revenue  of  all  the  Lands  will  not 
fupport  them.  On  the  other  hand,  France^  by  get- 
ting 500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool,  can  work  up  a 
Million  and  a  half  of  their  own. 

Then  die  Labour  only  at  35 /. /'i?r  Pack,  will 
amount  to  525,00,000  /.  as  he  hath  put  it,  bui 
truly  cajl  up^JJjouldhave  been  70,000,000!.  Sterling 
annually. 

He  alfo  gives  a  Calculation,  wherein  he  makes 
it  appear,  that  there  is  annually  1274000  Packs  of 
Wool  growing  in  Great  Britain  and  Irc'land.  He 
fays,  that  by  the  Toll  Books  it  appears  there  are 
36000  Sheep  and  Lambs  brought  into  Smithf.eld 
Market  weekly,    and   fo    many  (laughtcred,  one 

Week 
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Week  with  another  throughout  the  Year.  Then 
as  the  Counrry  hath  i'tven  times  as  many  People  as 
fome  fay,  but  he  puts  thera  at  no  more  than  fix, 
and  they  Hving  a  foberer  Life  than  the  People  in 
Town,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  eat  more  plentiful 
than  they  do  here  ;  however,  he  will  allow  they  eat 
in  proportion,  which  makes  210,000  killed  week- 
ly, which  multiplied  by  52,  then  by  4,  which  is 
what  the  Farmers  compute  to  be  a  proper  Propor- 
tion betwixt  the  Breeding  Stock  and  Stock  for 
Slaughter,  viz.  they  will  have  the  Lambs  they  keep 
unflaughtered  at  next  Shear-time  to  make  up  the 
flaughcered  Stock,  tho'  ~  of  lafl  Year's  grown 
Stock  be  killed  -,  which  Stock  multiply  by  4,  bc- 
caufe  he  eftimates  each  Fleece  to  weigh  4  lb.  the 
Produd  for  each  Year  divided  by  240,  the  Pounds 
for  one  Puck  will  be,  for  £;;^->  3^^^  p^^j^^^ 
land  only    —    — — —  3    ' 

As  Scotland  is  of  lefs  Extent 
than  England  for  Tillage,  and 
lefs  fertile,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  allow -I;.    — 

Ireland  being  not  one  fourth^ 
lefs  than  England,  but  is  full  as 
fertile,  and  taken  up  chiefly 
with  Feeding,  it  hath  been 
judged  by  fome, who  have  taken 
great  Pains  throughly  to  in- 
form themfelvcs  that  it  has  near 
as  many  Sheep  as  in  England  ; 
but  fuppof:;  we  only  fiy  half  the 
Quantity. 


182000 


j>   364000 


1 2  74000  Packs. 


Then  fays  250,000  Packs  is  fufficient  to  cloath 
14000,000  People,     fo  concludes    the   remaining 

750,000 
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750>ooo  Packs  will  bring  in  manufa<5lured  at 
home,  and  fent  abroad  where  People  cannot  fub- 
fift  without  them,  42000,000/.  clear  Frofit  to 
the  Nation.  Farther  yet,  the  Rigour  of  the  laft 
"Winter  Seafon,  and  the  Djcay  of  Trade,  mud 
have  encreafed  the  1400  000  upon  the  Parifli 
Books  to  2000,000  in  England  ;  which  confider- 
ing  how  every  Thing  is  taxed,  the  neceflary  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Government  to  be  fupported,  how 
Fleets  and  Armies  can  be  maintained  j  all  the  Land 
in  the  three  Kingdoms  will  not  do  it  ;  nothing  but 
Trade,  nothing  but  the  Woollen  Trade,  and  than 
by  Regiftry  and  Charter. 

As  to  the  Draper  he  hath  advanced  nothing  of 
his  own  ',  he  hath  been  only  a  fort  of  Eccho  to  Mr. 
Webber  and  Mr.  London,  and  furnifhed  many 
Inftnuations  againfi  the  Government^  and  feems  rather 
one  who  hath  been  ufed  to  write  for  Pay^  and  it's 
more  than  an  even  Bett,  The  Draper  Confuted  is 
his  own  ;  fo  I  fhall  only  give  fome  of  his  Jbfiirditics, 
and  collet  fome  of  his  Rhetorical  Scandal, 

Farther y  my  Lords,  I  am  to  make  good  my  Charge 
upon  Mr.  WEBiEK  and  his  Affociates^  and  here  I 
Am  at  a  Lofs  to  paint  them  in  their  proper  Colours  : 
Had  the  Draper  underflood  what  he  treated  upon^ 
and  could  have  wrote  honcjlly,  he  might  with  greater 
Jt(flice  and  Reputation  have  moved  the  Fa[fions  of 
his  Readers,  and  infiiiled  proper  Refent?nents  in  them 
to  thofe  Pretenders  his  Affociates^  rather  than  have 
taken  their  falfe  Affertions,  deceitful  Calculations  and 
Exaggerations  by  the  Lump,  together  with  their  vile- 
Inftnuations  againii  the  Government ^  and  put  them 
hito  fucb  a  Drefs  as  hath  firuck  Terror  into  many 
of  his  Majejty*s  Subjeofs,  and  put  Arguments  into 
the  Mouths  of  the  Ene?nies  of  our  Country,  that  tend 
to  flir  up  Rebellion,  rather  than  promote  any  Good  to 
Ui  i  to  which  if  any  Oppofition  is  given  by  way  of 

li  Alleviation^ 
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Alleviation,  the  Reply  is.  Damn   them,  why  don't' 
they  anfwer  •,  which  was  one  Motive  to  this  EJfay. 

therefore  I  Jhall  firfi premife,  that  whoever  addref- 
fes  himfelf  to' '  the  Crown,-  thro*  the  Adminijlration,' 
(which  is  undoubtedly  the  froperefl  Method)  whether 
it  he  for  his  own  or  the  Puhlick  Benefit  (which  is  ge- 
nerally the  Pretence)  ought  to  approach  the  Throne 
with  the  lit moft  Humility  ;  and  thd^  he  may  dignify 
and  emhellifJj  his  Stile  fit  for  the  Audience  of  the  Royal 
Ear,  and  ?nove  his  Majefiy  to  order  his  Petition  to 
he  cc}fider*d,  yet  he  ought  not  to  deviate  fro?n  Truth 
in  any  Circumjiance,  even  to  a  private  Man,  by  Ex- 
aggerations or  otherwife,  much  lefs  to  his  mcfi  f acred • 
Majefiy  -,  neither  fhould  he  fiifle  any  Circumjiance  he 
is  affured  will  be  for  his  King  and  Country's  Advan- 
tage upon  any  Cvnfideration  whatever. 

I  jjjall  begin  with  Mr.  Webber  and  his  Affociates 
Behaviour  to  the  King,  and  Jhall  fnake  fome  fmall 
Animadverfions  upon  them,  and  leave  it  to  the  Opi- 
nion of  your  Lordjhips  and  the  Publick,  whether  my 
Charge  is  jufily  founded,  or  not,  but  find  myfeif  un-- 
der  a  Neccjfity  to  repeat  more  of  their  Proceedings, 
which  I  Jhall  chferve  as  I  go  on. 

The  Draper  fays  that  his  Scheme  when  offered 
to  his  Majefiy,  was  recommended  by  the  Hands  of 
abcve  600,000  woollen  Traders.  Had  this  Recom- 
mendation been  delivered  by  any  Man,  but  the  Honefi, 
the  Jufi,  and  Religious  Mr.  Webber,  I  fijould 
have  thought  it  FioJitious,  and  made  under  a  Hedge 
as  fham  Briefs  are,  by  which  they  may  cheat  the 
Country  :  But  the  Jufiices  of  the  Peace  corre^  them 
when  catched  by  a  good  Whipping,  or  bring  them  to 
^larter  Sefiions,  and  make  them  mount  the  Rofirum. 
Therefore  fhould  his  he  fuch,  how  ought  he  to  he  treated 
to  impofe  it  upon  the  down. 

'   For  my  part,  I  can  make  no  more  in  my  highefi  ■ 
Calculation  than  ()i'>^^()()  Hands i  Mcny  Women  and- 

Chinl/'Cn, 
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Children y  'that  are  properly  employed  in  the  woollen 
Mcmu[a5lt(res  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  thu*  I 
allow  near  ^ds  more  hands  than  the  Golden  Fleece  ; 
and  the  Women  and  Children  are  about  %to\,  There^ 
fore  where  he  picked  up  more  than  600,000  woollen 
traders,  is  a  My(ler\\  for  I  never  heard  of  one 
Irifhman  that  would  ftgn  it.  So  the  number  mufi.he 
got  in  Great  Britain  •,  and  if  his  Traders  are  the 
heads  of  Families^  allowing  c,  to  a  Houfefje  was  recont" 
ptended  by  the  Re  prefect  atives  c/"  3000,000  of  Souls\ 
which  is  full,  if  not  more  than  4  of  this  Jfland  •,  yet 
thofe  who  were  converfant  with  Traders  never  heard 
any  thing  of  it,  Uill  he  thought  fit  to  puhlifh  it : 
Neither  have  they  met  with,  or  heard  of  any  one 
Trader  that  figned  his  faid  Recommendation.  Jc  mud 
]eft  to  the  Government  to  look  into  it  it  thought 
proper. 

I  fhall  farther  proceed  to  him  and  his  Colleagues 
Behaviour  to  the  King,  bis  Aiinijlers,  the  Legifia- 
tiire,  and  the  Publick  :  And  firji, 
,  In  his  Letter,  page  4,  Webber  faith,  that  at 
the  Peace  of  Ryfwick,  Wool  Ibid  from  12  to  14 
and  16/.  per  Pack.  That  the  Dutch  and  other 
Merchants  came  to  Brijlol  Fair,  bought  150,000  A 
worth  of  Woollen  Goods  in  8  days  ;  and  from 
that  Time  makes  his  Cornparifon  betwixt  the 
Woollen  Trade  theri,  and  now,  and  faith  that 
Wool  which  then  fold  fronx-4i4  to  16/.  per  Pack, 
is  now  fold  from  4  to  5  /.  but  fuch  as  is  made  fit  for 
Manufafture  may  fetch  6  /.     '  This  gives  me  fome 

*  Reafon  to    believe  Mr.    Webber   had  not  hi^ 

*  Education  in  England,  but  takes  this  Story 
'  on  Traft,    or  by   hearfay,    being   miftaken    in 

*  point  of  Time,  not  but  there  is  Truth  in  the 
'  Story,  with  regard  to  combing  Wool,  and  if  he 
'  knew  it  he  is  very  fallacious  in  fupprefling  the 

*  Reafon  Wool  and  Woolkn   Goods  bore  fo  ex- 

D  2  '  oibitant 
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orbitant  a  Price  as  he  mentions  -,  the  Year  as  1 
remember  was  1695,  when  Queen  Mary  dyed, 
or  1696  at  fartheft,  when  Guineas  pafled  Cur- 
rent at  50  s.  and  Foreign  Gold  in  Proportion. 
This  occafioned  Foreigners  to  hurry  over  their 
Gold,  and  inveft  it  in  the  woollen  Manufaflures 
of  Greaf  Britain^  by  which  they  fufFered  muchj 
for  Pafture  Wool,  which  fold  at  that  Time  at  a 
Guinea  per  Tod  or  9/.  per  Pack,  jumpt  up  to 
40;.  per  Todd  or,  16/.  to  16  L  lOJ.  per  Pack, 
and  woollen  Goods  in  Proportion,  to  the  lofs  of 
Foreigners  50  per  Cent,  or  thereabouts  :  Which  I 
demonftrate  thus,  100  Guineas  which  pafled  before 
that  Time  for  12  s.  amounted  to  no/,  which 
when  laid  out  in  Goods,  bought  150/.  worth  of 
woollenGoods  at  the  advanced  Price. One  hundred 
Tod  of  Wool  which  coft  105  /.  was  fold  tor  200  /. 
But  fuch  a  Thing  never  happened  before  or  fince 
in  Trade,  therefore  ought  not  to  be  brought  as 
a  Prefident ;  for  Wool  rofe  in  greater  Propor- 
tion to  the  rife  of  Gold,  and  in  the  fame  Propor- 
tion fell,  and  was  lower  within  the  Year  than  it 
was  before,  and  never  rofe  to  12/.  per  Pack  fince 
in  the  Fk^ece  (fome  fmall  quantities  growi;  g  in 
Lincolvfbire^  and  fome  part  of  LeiceflerJIjire  ex- 
cepted.) He  can*c  find  any  fuch  Price  given  for 
B^omney  Marfh  Woo!.* 

'  Mr.  London  who  is  a  great  Calculator,  tho* 
b  j  hath  made  fome  odd  Omiffions  and  Blunders 
(as  they  have  all  done.)  In  his  firft  Calculation 
he  gives  'Britain   the   Manufacture   of  500,000 

*  N.  B.  The  Wool  we  are  treating  of,  is,  njchat  is  faid  to  h 
Run  or  Smug/ed,  for  ive  groiv  cloathing  Wool,  7:oiij  rvorth  mort 
than  zo  I.  per  Pack,  hut  that' s  not  faid  to  he  Rzin.  Indted  neither 
I'rench  nor  Dutch  a.-^v/  //,  for  thty  hat'c  Spanifli  Wool  ivill  come 
loithin  that  Pncc,  and  fome  at  ~  of  that  Price-. 

«  Packs 
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*  Packs  of  Wool  at  20  /.  per  Pack,  which  I  wlfh 

*  was  true. 

/. 

By  which  Labour  alone  amounts  to      10,000,000 

^0  the  Nation  for  Wool  manufa3ured  7 

^  ,  ■'  ■'  c     2,000,000 

at  home.  J        '       ' 

Wool  Manufactured,  at  home.  and7 

Labour.  S     12,000,000 

Sent  Abroad  JVool  to  the  amount  ^2000,000/.  at 
his  fcandalous  Price. 

But  I  believe  12,000,000  is  much  more  than  all 
our  woollen  Manufactures  amount  to^  or  ever  did, 
for  any  Tear,  except  the  \Tear  aforefaid. 

'   He  fays  the  500,000  Packs  fent  abroad,    will 

*  work  up  1500,000  Packs  of  theirs,  but  hath  the 

*  Modefty  to  mix  no  more  than  1000,000,  for  which 

*  he  allows  the  French  ^§  I.   per  Pack  for  Labour, 

*  and  gives  France  175/.  for  what  he  gives  us  but 

*  100  /.  yet  makes  them  underfell  us,  which  can't  be 
'  tho'  they  mix  bad  Wool  with  our  good  Wool  •, 

*  yet  two  Pages  before  gives  Reafons  why  the 
'  French  underwork  us,  viz.    their  wearing  neither 

*  Shoes  or  Scockings,  unlefs  wooden  Shoes ;   fome 

*  who  work  hard   Huffed  with   Hay,  and  hardly 

*  any  Thing  but  Rags  on  their  Backs,  and  living 
'  on  a  few  Herbs  pick'd  in  the  Fields,  to  make 
'  Soup,    Meagre,    and  eat  Snails  and  Frogs,   to  be 

*  found  in  every  Ditch  and   Hedge,    and  eats  dry 

*  Bread  and  Sal',  and  drinks   nothing  but   Wa- 

*  ter,  or  Water  mix'd  with  a  little  Cyder.       p    1 

*   Again,   where  he  makes  his  Cal-  ^       ^  ^^  ^' 

*  culaiion  of  our  Growth  to  amount  to5    1274000 

'  He  omits  Lamb  and  Felt  Wool,.^ 

*  which  at   10/.  per  Cent,  as  I  haveC      127400 

*  made  it,  3 .' 

Added  together   140 1400 

*  So  flips  over  401400  Packs  as  a  BugateJl  not 

'  worth 
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worth  mindii>g,  tho'  more  than  we  grow  in  Greaf 
Britain  and  Ireland^  and  as  I  humbly  apprehend 
is  more  than  grovveth  in  France^  notwithdanding 
he  gives  them  1300,000  Packs  to  mix  with 
500,000  of  ours. 

'  I  fiiall  now  make  a  Tranfition  to  the  Draper 
who  hath,  as  was  before  obferved,  copied  all  the 
Calculations  aforefaid,  wrote  by  Webber,  and 
London,  and  gives  them  great  Applaule,  and 
hath  alfo  copied  all  their  fcandalous  Infmua- 
tions  and  Exaggerations  giA^en.  out  to  affront  his 
Majefty,.  and  abuie  thofe  in  the  Adminiftration, 
terrify  the  LegiQature,  and  alienate  the  Affed;ion 
of  the  People  from,  if  not  to  ftir  them  up.  to  a 
Rebellion  againft  his  moft  Sacred  ^  Majefty  ; 
fome  of  which  I  fliall  give  as  follows. 
Page  1.7.  He  teljs  us  what  Account  Webber 
had  from  a  Patriot  Nobleman,  'vix.  That  we  had 
in  England  and  IVales  only  1400,000  Poor  on  the 
parifli  Books,  300,000  of  which  were  old  or 
Children,  the  remaining  1100,000  were  fit  for  La- 
bour. Then  with  London,  faith,  the  Severity  of 
the  lad  Winter  may  fairly  be  fuppofed  the  number 
2000,000. 

'  This  is  undoubtedly  calculated  and  inferted 
'  with  a  view  to  terrify  the  Publick,  and  make 
'  them  prefs  the  Legiflature  to  grant  what  they 
'  want,  tho'  its  improbable  they  fhould  be  catched 
'  in  fuch  a  Cobweb  Trap,  for  they  know  that 
'  2000,000  is  more  than  ^  of  England  and  Wales, 
'  which  contains  about  9000  Pariflies,  and  we  can- 
'  not  allow  more  if  fo  many  as  a  Million  of  Houfes 
'  that  pay  Scot,  i^c.  fo  that  each  Parifh  on  an 
'  Avaridge  muft  maintain  200,  or  two  Perfons  to 
*  be  fuppporccd  by  each  Houfe. 

Page  18.  He  faith  (after  comparing  the  Strength 
of  France  and  Crcal  Britain  by  Land)  that  our  Se- 
curity 
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curity  confifts  in  our  naval  Strength,  but  Expe- 
rience hath- fhewn  us  that  the  Winds  render  it  ufe- 
Jefs:  However,  for  fear  the  Elements  fliould  be  of 
our  fide,  we  are  taking  the  wifefl:  Meafures  for 
weakning  our  own  Fleet,  and  Itrengthning  that  of 
France^  we  are  giving  up  our  Trade  and  Commerce, 
wliich  are  the  proper  Nurferies  for  it, and  the  French^ 
by  our  Folly,  are  daily  encreafing  both  their 
Trade  and  their  Riches  fo  very  faft,  that  they  will 
foon  be  able  to  build,  or  buy  and  maintain  as 
large  a  Fleet  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  all  who  know- 
any  thing  of  Fiance  know  they  are  building  or 
buying  Men  of  War  as  fall  as  pofiible,  having 
built  nineteen  and  bought  others. 
•  In  the  fame  Page  Mr.  Wehhcr\\2x\\  afllired  mc 
that  an  Officer  belonging  to  the  Cuftoms  hath 
owned  to  him  more  rhan  once,  and  with  great  Con- 
cern, that  he  was  obliged  to  go  on  Board  and  fee 
Wool  Shipp'd,  which  he  knew  ro  be  bound  for 
France.  How  and  why  Jofias  Tbompfon  was  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ferving  his  JVlajcfliy,  and  after- 
wards run  through  the  Body  in  German  Street,  the 
llime  Perfon  informed  me  and  is  ready  to  prove. 
And  I  have  been  alfo  informed,  that  a  certain  I,ord, 
the  Son  of  a  certain  great  Man,  with  other  Noble- 
men, gave  an  Order  for  50  Suits  of  Cloachs  at 
one  Time  from  France. 

Page  1-9.  Wales  and  Scotland  I  know  lefi  of, 
but  neither  of  them  I  doubt  are  lo  well  latiiified 
as  could  be  wifhed  with  their  Condition,  therefore 
Jefs  averfe  than  othcrwife  thv'ty  would  be  to  a  change 
of  Government.  In  Ireland  there  are  3  or  4  Pa- 
pifts  to  one  Protctbnt:  (not  divided  as  formerly, 
and  headed  by  the  Chieis  of  difTcrcnt  Parries,  fight- 
ing one  agaii;ft:  the  other)  but  are  united  by  being 
reduced,  and  all  in  fuch  a  State  as  they  will  think 
any   Changs  defirable,  and    tho'  unarmed  France 

and 
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and  Spain  have  15000  of  their  Countrymen  in 
Pay,  who  may  both  carry  them  Arms,  and  teach 
them  to  uie  them  ;  and  rhe  miferable  Condition  of 
of  that  Nation,  occafioned  by  our  Oppreffion. 
This  may  make  it  eafy  for  France  to  gain  them 
over  to  her  Incereft. 

Page  22.  He  faith  again,  tho*  Mr.  Wehher^ 
Scheme  which  was  recommended  as  aforefaid  by  a- 
above  600,000,  Woollen  Traders,  and  a  Patent  was 
ordered  to  be  formed^  and  that  Mr.  Webber  (hould 
name  ihe  Patentees-,  now  his  Majeity  •.vill  no£  confent 
to  ir,  they  mean —  will  not  confent  to  't,  for  his  Ma- 
jefty  hith,  and  given  Orders  for  a  Charter  to  Mr. 
Webber  and  Co.  which  is  now  upon  Record  in 
the  proper  Office,  and  the  Privy  Counfcl  confented 
to  i[  vi  n  they  advifed  his  M.ij:fty  to  grant  ir. 
The  fame  Poi  To;  15  f^v^  and  look  Grave  when  they 
fay  it,  that  Mr.  Webber  can't  be  admitted  to  fpeak 
to  his  Majefty,  but  he  muft  convey  what  he  hath 
to  fay  through  their  Interpofition  :  And  that  a  Man 
need  not  be  a  Corjurer,  to  underftand their  Defign, 

Page  29.  It  can  be  proved  a  certain  Pcrfon  made 
no  fcruple  ma";y  Years  ago  to  declare  a  French 
Government  to  be  the  beft.  That  the  Nation 
ought  to  be  kept  Poor,  in  order  to  be  kept  Hum- 
ble J  and  that  he  would  aft  agreeable  to  his  Opi- 
nion ;  and  his  fubfequent  Conduft  hath  too  ftrong- 
ly  proved  the  Sincerity  of  his  Declarations. 

Page  30.  He  laments  the  great  Mislortune  that 
Trade  is  fo  little  underftood,  and  fo  much  defpifed 
by  Gentlemen  of  Eftates,  becaufe  they  cannot  be 
difpofed  to  make  Laws  for  encouragement  of  what 
they  neither  value  or  underftand^  tho*  Trade  is  fo 
much  the  fupport  of  their  Eftates,  that  they  would 
be  worth  nothing  without  it,  but  begs  God  would 
infpire  fuch  of  the  Nobility  who  have  accefs  to  the 
Throne  wita  ii^  and  iullill  them  into  his  Majefty, 

"whoie 
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^ho(c.  readinefs  to"  encourage' Trade  appeared  from 
liiis  Grant  to  Mr.  TFehber,  &c.  Biic  if  it  were  pof- 
fiWe  to  fuppofe  he  could  imbibe  the  wicked  .;nd 
We^k  Pofition  advanced  by  one.  of  his  Subjeds, 
both  the  King  and  the  whole  Nation  muft  be  fa- 
crificed  by  it. 

■  Poflfcript  24.  He  fays  if  it' were  pofTible  to  fup- 
pole  (what  I  neveir  can  or  will  fuppofe  of  his  In- 
Kntions,  however  plain  I  may  think  the  tendency  of 
his  Meafures')  that  a  Prime  Minifter  could  mean  to 
give  up  the  Nation  and  his  Mafter  to  Foreigners". 
He  could  never  make  it  the  Intereft  of  our  Repre- 
Ifcntatives  to  do  it,  any  more  than  he  could  prevail 
upon  them  to  facrifice  the  Publick  to  their  private 
Advantage.  No  doubt  French  Money  would  no: 
be  wanting  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  if  any  of  our 
honourable  Members  would  accept  of  it.  But,  can 
any  Bribe  make  it  worth  a  wife  Man's  while  to  ruin 
his  E^ftate,  and  make  himfelf  a  Slave  after  fo  long 
tailing  the  Sweets'  of  Liberty  and  Plenty  !*  I  dare 
ahfwer  for  it  a  little  Time  will  open  fuch  a  Scene  of 
Poverty  and  Diftrefs,  that  whoever  of  our  Repre- 
f^ptatjves  fhould  venture  to  oppofe  an  Ac^  to  pre- 
vent the  Exportation  of  our  Wool,  or  ihould'  not 
fhew  himfelf  forward  to  procure  qn^;  fuch  Condu<l:l: 
v;i^uld'  render  him  more  odious  to  his  Conftituents 
than  eveiS'  the  Excife  Scheme,  and  put  it  out  of 
the  Power  6f  Bribery  { Prevalent  as  it  is)  to  pur- 
chafe  a  Seat  in  a'nQther  Parliament. 

'  LbND6N's  Anfwer  is  much  of  a  Piece  with  iV, 
and  aS' mtich"  aggravated  i  for  he  filth,  Wool  may 
b6"fm'uggled  as  well  from  publick  Ware-houfjs  be- 
IcMging  to  the  CroWn,  as  private  ones,  ("if  the 
Clbrks  who  manage  it  may  be^turn'd  out  for  doing 
th-eifDuty.)'  As  to  his  Cilculanons  of  our  Lofs, 
ari^  the  Gain  of  France,  Mr.  yVehher^^  as  well  as 
his,.  ..are  thought  to  be  carry'd  too  high  ;   and  whea 

-    ■   ■  E  thofc 
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thofe  Objedors  fhall  think  fit  to  prove,  as  well  as 
objeft,  they  Ihall  be  fully  anfwer'd.  He  never 
heard  of  Mr.  London's  Sanity  being  call'd  in  que- 
flion.  The  Objectors  own  the  Lofs  to  be  enough 
to  ruin  us,  tho*  not  fo  large  as  Mr.  London  makes 
it,  and  faith.  Pray  where  is  the  DiJ^erence,  whether 
we  are  ruined  by  lo  or  40,000,000  1.  Lofs  ;  then  car- 
ries his  Readers  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh\  Calculati- 
ons, which  I  confcfs  1  think  high  enough,  tho'  he 
computes  the  Lofs  for  ^^  Years  not  to  amount  to 
what  they  make  loft  in  one,  and  that's  become  ob- 
folete,  the  Evil  complain'd  of  being  remedy'd  long 
fince.  London  makes  our  annual  Lofs  amount  to 
42,000,000  /.  then  proceeds  to  an  Eftimation  made 
by  a  very  judicious  Author  in  1706,  as  under,  for 
2  Jb.  of  Wool. 

For  Combing,  Oil,  and  Soap,  for 

2  lb.  and  lefs  of  Wool—-— 3  ^ 

Which  will  produce  20  Oz.  the  Spin- 
ing  of  which  will  coft  — —  ■         '^ 

Doubhng  and  Throwing  — «  

The  Worfted  thus  made,  will  make 
five  Pair  of  Stockings,  the  knitting  ( 
of  them  at  Twelve- pence /j^-r  Pair,  I 
are  ■  «  ' 

Dying  into  Scarlet  .  —  060 

Trimming  and  Prefling———.—  o     i     o 
The  Nogles  combed  out,  at  12  Oz.  >  f- 

fit  for  mili'd  Hofe 5   ^     °     ^ 

Carding  and  Spinning  that  into  Yarn  009 

.  Doubling  and  Throwing ■  002 

Knitting  into  a  Pair  of  Hofe o     010 

Milling  and  Shearing  — ~— -  — — .  01     o 
Dying  them  into  Crinifon  and  Scarlet  016 

I     7    o 

'  The 


/.    s.  d* 

3  o 

6  o 

I  3 

5  O 


(27) 

^  The  third  Paragraph,  quoted  as  before,  in  Pages 
1 8  and  19,  I  think  need  no  Explanation  -,  the 
Defign  of  the  Author,  under  Pretence  to  fupporc 
a  Trade,  (which  will  be  fliewn)  he  knows  nothing 
of,  and  only  layeth  hold  of  to  raife  Difcontent 
in  the  People  againft  the  Government,  and  points 
out  Methods  for  a  Foreign  Power  how  to  raife 
a  Rebellion  amongft  his  Majefty*s  Subjefls,  who 
by  proper  Afliflance  given,  may  eafily  be  made 
fubfervient  to  the  Intereft,  if  we  don't  become 
Vaffals  to  the  faid  Power. 
*  And  as  to  the  Patent  not  going  forward,  that 
will  have  an  Anfwer  hereafter,  where  it  may  be 
Ihewn  it  ought  not  to  pafs  •,  (if  not)  that  the  Pe- 
titioner fhould  not  dare  ask  for  what  muft  appear 
to  thinking  Men  to  be  unreafonable  and  unjull. 
Page  30.  '  I  could  wifli  with  him,  who  muft 
have  been  deteifled  long  fince,  had  the  Gentle- 
men of  Eftates  had  the  Knowledge  of  Trade  and 
Manufa(5ture  he  pretends  to,  and  is  ignorant  of, 
that  they  would  take  Trade  into  their  Confidera- 
tion,  and  blend  them  with  their  Studies  ;  a  fmall 
Time,  perhaps  i  or  2  Hours  weekly  would  effeft 
it,  and  make  them  Matters,  more  cfpecially,  of  the 
Woollen  and  Silk  Manufa^luries  of  Great  Britain 
(fpeculatively  at  leaft  •,)  which  if  they  travel  iheir 
own  Country,  and  make  Obfervations  and  En- 
quiries into  the  various  Speculations  they  have  ac- 
quired, they  will  be  enabled  to  make  fuch  Re- 
marks in  their  foreign  Travels,  upon  their  Ma- 
nufaditures,  as  may  be  ufeful  to  our  Country  on 
their  Return  home  ;  which,  if  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufadlure,  as  is  generally  efteem*d  the  Source  of 
Wealth,  as  I  hope  may  be  encouraged  ;  and  who- 
ever doth  fo,  furely  can't  be  lefs  valued,  but  muft 
receive  more  Applaufe  than  he  that  brings  home 
a  Piece  of  old  Copper,  pretended  to  be  found  in 
E  2  '  the 
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*  the  Ruins  of  antient  i^o;;/^,  or  old  Paintings, 
^  in  which  they  are  fcequently  cheated,  tho'  I  wpyld 
'  not  depr  ciate  the  latter  Vircupfi  •, —  yet  think  it 
'  more  eligible  to  bring  here  )vhat  may  improve 

*  Wealth  amongft  us,  which  will  enable  us  to  gra? 

*  tity  our  Tafte  in  every  other  Study.  > 
Page  34.    '  He  behaves,  as  I've  feen  and  heard 

*  two  Market-women,  fince.  the  Law  to  prevent 
'  vejfatious  Suits,  that  have  been  brought  into  Do-> 
'  iiors  Covimons  for  Misbehaviour,  and  giving  each 

*  other  Language  contra  honos  moxcs^  they  flood 

*  and  abufed  each  other  negatively  in  the  following 
'  Manner :  /  did  7ioi^  Uoufe-wife,  fay  you  was.  a 
Whore  5  did  If  Or,  ibat  you  picBd  fiich  a  one^i 
Pocket  whmyQU  was  catched  in  Bed  with  him  y  did 
I?     'So  our  Z)^^_/>^r  will  not  believe  our  PrimQ 

*  Miniftcr  wquU  give  up  his  Maftcr.  or  his  Co\in- 
'  try,  however  his  Meafures  rqay  tend  that  Way  i 
^  Or,  that  the  Parliament  would  cpme  into  if,  tl)o! 

*  J^rench  Money  would  not  be,  waii^ting  •,  then  buU 
^  lies  die  Pad i anient  to  co)\ie  -  into  iFebkef^ 
*:  Scheme,  and  tells  them,  Shculd  they  not,  they> 
wovXd  render  thenifelv^s  fo- odious  to.  their  Conjiituents^ 
that  J^nbery,  prevalen,t  as  it.  is^  would  never  he  able, 
to  purchafe  another  Seat  in  'Parliament.  '  Sq 
"^^  this  LibfUer  and  Fomenter  of  Sedition,  if  noc 
\  Repcllion,  abufes  Miniflry  and  Parliament,  as 
^  he  apprehends,  under  Coyer.     .  ,  ' 

'  Anotiier  Thing  rcktiij^  to  Jj'ae.  Draper,  who 
'  ha;th  in  a  yery  ilron,^  Manner  Le.(:c)nim?:nded  i^iis 
^j  .Book,  and  lards'  his  Trc^atifs.  with  Prayers  to  ths 
«  Almighty,  being  ahr.oft  in  every  Page,  (tho*  he 
^  hath  Ipirited  the  Peopje  to  a  Rebellion)  jhat  he 
\  would,  by  his  Providence,  prev^ipt.  it -,  and  I  an> 
^  told  by  a  Namefake  of  his,  that  he  i^  a  di^j^ify'tt 

*  Man  in  the  Church,  yet  I  think  <ioth^  ^t^P^y  ^^^ 

*  f^liovz-Labourers  in  a  1owj?|;  Cajp^cky^  as  tha 

^  Golden 
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Golden  Fleece  doth  in  bis  Woollen  Ways : 
That  hp  h^-th  50P  /.  -per  Ann.  fpiritual  Prefer- 
ment, befides  what  he  may  make  by  terrifying 
his  Parifhioners  to  an  abjed  Submiflion  to  his  Di- 
lates, which  I  hope  are  better  founded  than  his 
Myftefies  in  Tra.de,  wherein  he  is  not  learned 
beyond  his  Battledor. 

As  to  Mr.  London  he  fays,  If  Clerks  may  be 
difcharged  for  doing  their  Duty,  £^<r. which  I  think 
lefs  liable  than  by  their  Scheme,  which  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  prove  as  well  as  objed  in  what  will 
hereafter  follow  ;  therefore  all  his  Exaggerations 
are  fc^^ndalous,  and  his  endeavours  to  palliate 
them  ;  tho'  I  agree  with  him  if  the  Nation  is  to 
be  ruined  by  the  Lofs  of  either  a  greater  or  fmal- 
ler  Sum,  we  ought  to  prevent  it,  and  have  a  na- 
tional Right  fo  to  do,  without  giving  any  Um- 
brage to  any  Power  ;  yet  that  juflifies  not  the 
fcandalous  Exaggerations  aforefaid.  As  to  Mr. 
Webber,  if  any  Thing  I  have  fuggefled  is  true, 
'tis  happy  for  him  he  is  efl-eemed  In  fane,  o, 
therwife  the  Penalties  he  may  fuffer,  may  be  too 
heavy  for  him  to  bear. 

'  The  grand  Complaint  of  our  Authors  before-, 
mentioned  is  the  want  of  a  Patent  and  Charter  to 
be  granted  by  A(5l  of  Parliament,  wiUi  fucit  Pow- 
ers as  are  neceflary  to  Mr.  Webber  and  Como. 
their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  who  mult  be  all  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Webber^  to  the  Number  of  122,  to 
make  By-Laws  and  do  every  thing  (as  I  fjopofe) 
they  fhall  think  proper,  and  I  doubi  not  by  the 
Help  of  the  Dr.  they  may  be  able  to  prove  a  Mo- 
nopoly, no  Monopoly,  and  expla.n  away  all 
common  Senfe  and  Honefty,  who  had  he  known 
Webber  fooner,  and  been  thoroughly  ■  .xij  -jcfLea  in 
his  Secret  (flUl  in  Webber*s  own  Breaf.  for  any 
thing  tliat  yet  appears)  he  would   have  h.jan- 

gued 
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gued  in  a  different  manner,  and  not  fpent  (6  much 
Time  to  fliew  the  Breach  of  Promife  the  Miniftry 
have  made  his  Majefty  guilty  of  to  Mr.  Wehher^ 
iov  he  muft  know  they  ought  not  to  fuffer  any 
^Grant  to  pafs  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  good  of 
their  Country,  as  alfo  that  our  Laws  calls  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  thefe  Cafes,  the  Keeper  of 
the  King's  Confcience,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (as  the  Patriots  fay)  is  now  Keeper 
of  his,  and  the  Confciences  of  all  the  Miniftry, 
Therefore  he  Ihould  have  rather  applyed  to  the 
great  Man,  and  have  given  fome  Reafons  as  he 
could  have  liked,  which  the  Dr.  faith  is  not  ve- 
ry difficult  to  guefs  at  -,  and  I  think  it  might  have 
been  worth  their  while,  for  I  could  fhew  how  a 
great  many  Millions  might  have  been  got  by 
their  Scheme  :  Therefore  1  fhould  think  the  Dr. 
might  have  as  eafily  feduced  a  Premier,  who  is 
under  no  Ties  fas  they  fay)  but  his  Intereft  as  a 
Clergyman,  can  offer,  or  a  Bifhop  enter  into  any 
Concraft  of  Simony.  But  now  it's  I  fear  too  late 
to  make  any  Offer,  for  Ihould  our  Minifter  come 
into  it,  and  commit  the  Management  to  fo  great 
Blunderers  as  Webber  and  his  Affociates,  he  then 
with  Juftice  might  be  deemed  fo. 
'  But  I'll  acquaint  Mr.  IVehher,  there  was  one 
Mr.  Wood  had  the  Royal  Promife  of  a  Patent  to 
make  Iron  with  Pit  Coal  as  tough  and  maJuable, 
which  could  be  done  for  61.  los.  per  Ton,  as 
Swedes  Iron,  which  cofts  i8  /.  per  Ton,  but  ne- 
ver got  it  paffed,  tho*  he  wanted  that  only,  and 
no  A<5t  of  Parliament,  neither  indeed'  was  his 
Proje6b  fo  large,  being  only  produ6live  of  4  or 
500,000/.  per  Annum,  and  that  but  for  14 
Years,  at  the  End  of  which  the  publick  was  to 
have  it.  Yet  this  ftubborn  Minifter  would  not 
interpofe  ro  compleat  it  (tho'  great  Profits  might 

*  have 
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have  accrued  by  it  had  he  come  into  the  Fraud) 
and  a  Perfon  he  always  favoured  was  involved  in 
it,  and  ruined  by  a  IVop  being,  put  to  ic  ♦,  yet 
was  fo  fure  of  their  Projed,  as  to  erecfl  a  Houle, 
Furnaces,  and  Forges  at  Chelfea^  to  fliew  a  Spe- 
cimen, which  not  anfwering  the  End,  they  were 
difappointed,and  feveral  of  their  Friends  were  un- 
done,  yet  no  complaint  was  made  againft  the 
Crown  or  Adminiflration,  for  preventing  the 
Patent  pafTing. 

'  I   could  willi  Mr.    Wehler  would  bring  his 
Affair  to  a  Tryal,  and  then  it  will  be  feen  how 
he  can  Manufadure  3  Packs  of  bad  Wool  with 
one  of  good,    to  advantage,  and    alfo  how  he 
will  prove  how  20  0;.  of  Wool  to  coft  3  s.  Comb- 
ing, which  may  be  done  in  his  Country  for  Three 
Pence,  and  in  England  for  Four  Pence  •,  and  how 
he  happens  to  Dye  his  Woollen  Hofe,  which  he 
makes  near  three  times  the  Weight  of  hisWorfted, 
and  more  fufceptible  of  receiving  a  larger  quanti- 
ty of  Colour  than  Worfted,  being  of  a  fpungy 
Quality,  near  the  fame  Price  as  the  Worfted. 
It  is  nowTime  for  me,  my  Lords,  to  Ihew  where- 
in I  differ  from  thefe    Authors  before- mentioned, 
which  I'll  do  as  follows  :  Firft,  I  will  give  a  Cal- 
culation of  my  own,  which  indeed   I  make   in  a 
quite  different  manner  from  Mr.  London,  But  I  have 
taken  pains  in  my  Enquiry,  and  find  I  muft  be 
near  Truth,  ifanythingi  exceed  it,  as  I   fh'all  I 
hope  convince  the  World,  and  make  the  Publick 
Ibmething  eafier,  with  regard  to  the  dreadful  Ap- 
prehenfions  they  at  prefent  may  have.  You  find,  my - 
Lords  in  fome  of  the  Calculations  of.  the   Golden 
Fleece,  an  account  for  5  Years  Commiinibus  AnmSy 
the  Amount  of  Duty  raifed  by  Excife,  on  Candles, 
Soap,  Starch,    and  Leather,  painted  Silks,  &c.  I 
I  find  the  Duty  on  Candles  to  be  143859  /.  that  on 

Soap, 


(3^ 

Soap,  exclufivc  of  Leather,  Starch,  and  painted 
Silks  to  amount  to  200,000 /. 

The  Author  of  the  Golden  Fleece  has  made  his 
Computation  of  the  quantity  of  Wool  (grown) 
much  too  large,  for  that  may  be  difcovered  by 
the  Tallow  each  Sheep  produces-  for  the  Weight 
of  a  Fleece  is  known  by  the  fize  of  the  -  Sheep, 
and  Sheep  of  the  fame  fize  produce  as  near  the  fame 
quantity  of  Tallow,  each  in  proportion  as  they  did. 
of  Wool..  That  we  reckon  the  Marketable  Sheep, 
the  fourth  part  of  the  Sheep  rhat  was  at  ShearTime, 
and  they  were  flaughtered  before  tht  next  Shear 
Time.  I  therefore  firft  proceed  to  find  the  num- 
ber of  Pounds  there  is  in  the  quantity  of  Soap,  pay- 
ing 200,000  Duty,  each  Pound  paying  ri.  4-> 
'viz.  1 60  lb.  being  .20s^/I  therefore  multiply^ 
200,000"  by  160,  and  the  Product  will  be 
^2,000,000;  but  Soap  hei'ngof  two  kinds,  hitd 
atid  foft,  the  proporti'on  of  TallovV  is  different 
the  one  from  the  other*  that '  is  ufed  in  each  fort, 
and  the  quantities  vary  much,  viz.  there  is  three 
times  the  quantity  of  foft  Soap  there  is  of  hard  : 
But  hard  hath  in  manufacluring  of  itr,-|  TalloW, 
therefore  confumeth  mofl  Tallow. 

The  ^  of  32,000,000,  is  8000,000,  y  or\^hich 
being  Tallow,  is  6000,000.  Soft  Soap  therefore 
being  4  of  32000,000,  is  24000,000;  btit  4  of 
that  is  or|ly  Tallow,  viz.  4-800,000.  Candles  be- 
ing but  id  a  Pound  Duty,  and  paying  annually 
143859/.  I  multiply  by  240/.  which  amounts  to 
34526160. 

Left  I  fliould  err  in  my  Computation  betwixt 
the  quantity  of  foft  and  hard  Soap,  taking  my  Cal- 
culation from  the  Manulafturers  of  foft  Soap,  who 
fay  there  are  26  Houfes  in  that  way  inTown,  which 
on  an  Average  make  each  near  70' Barrels  per 
Week,  in  all  24000,000.  I  have  added  1200,000/. 

which 
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which  makes  the  Tallow  in  Soap  of  both  kinds 

i2O0O,O0C). 

For  Frauds  in  the  Excife  and  for  Tallow  ufed  in 
Bufinefs,  that  pays  no  Duty,  fuch  asTallowing  Ships, 
Keels,  Boat  bottoms,  &c.  lOO  Tonn   Weekly. 

After  which  I  deduct  for  Foreign  Tallow  4-o, 
then  add  for  wafte  in  melting  4  to  the  Remain- 
der, and  from  thence  dedu<5t  4u-  ^or  Kitcken  Stuff, 
&c.  And  I  make  a  larther  Dedu<5lion,  for  Beef, 
Veal,  and  Pork  Tallow,  one  Moiety,  the  remain- 
der being  Mutton  Tallow,  I  make  a  fardier  de- 
dudlion  of  -It  Sheep  on  an  Average  fie  to  flaugii- 
ter,  producing  fo  much  Tallow  more  than  Woolj 
which  multiplyed  by  4  the  breeding  Stock,  is  the 
total  of  the  Year's  Produce,  except  Felt  and  Lamb 
Wool,  for  which  I  add  —or  10  per  Cent.  Then 
divide  the  Total  by  240,  the  Pounds  in  a  Pack, 
which  gives  the  number  of  Packs  computed  to  grow 
annually  in  Greai  Britain  and  Wales,  as  follows. 

Tal.  inCand.  Pds.  345261  (To  Dedud  for  Stuff 

Die  in  Ibfr  Soap  4800000 

Dir.  in  cake  Soap.  6000000 

Added  to  make     ?  ,^^^„^  The  half  for  Beef, 

good  any   Error    i  '^^^^^"^  Pork,    and    Ve 

Dir.  for  Frauds    '^  Tal  low 

inDuty,andTal-/^  Deduft  for  a  fur-"^ 

JJ^^Br^'^Ip^'    >  11^4^000  Pi"-'  °^T^'^J  7  C 

Keels,  Boat  bot-/^  Sheep  on  an  Ave  Ns^  120^^10^ 

totns,  &c.  100     \  rage    Produce      .^       yi?  ^ 

T-orin  Weekly.    J) -. — ■ —  mote  rhat»  Wool^ 

5S174160    ly  will  be  about^ 
Dedufl:  fpr  Foreign  >    o        ^  ■  .     .  >• 

Tallow    \^  55Si74«'5  i4552^o99 

. Multiplied  by  4 

,52356744  

Add  for  Wafte  in  7    o     /■  58208396 

Melting^  5    ^7i6i24  ^^^^forLamband  >    ,c,^<;,« 

^-FdtWool  b'  5  5^^o^33 

6108286S  • 

Divide  by  240  64029235 

,,  ,  .  .  is  266:88 

Packs  of  Woo!  growing  in  Grefit  Britain  and  ff^alesy 
annually.  F  H 
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If  dedud  the  Moiety  for  Tallow  exceeding 
Wool,  as  in  my  former  Calculation,  defigned  to 
belaid  before  the  Houfe,  which  1  am  apprehen- 
five  is  neareft  Truth,  the  Number  of  Packs  will  be 
251966. 

The  Time  this  Calculation  was  firft  made   was 
from  theYearsi734,  5,  6,  7,  and  S  •,  at  whichTimes 
Tallow  fold  rough  for  18  d.  per  Stone,  except  one 
Year  'twas  lower,  viz.  at  16  d.  when  Sheep  proved 
full  of  Far,  and  anfwer'd  to  the  Account  I  have 
given  ;  for  even  this  Year  now  Sheep  don't  produce 
more  than  4  they  did  of  Fat  in  the  Years  above  ; 
'tis  reckon'd   a   Sheep  of  Cix  Stone,  or  12  Vo.  per 
Quarter  produceth  6  lb.  of  Fat,  befides  the  Kidney 
Fat,  which  may  be  a  Found,  or  i  lb.  and  4?  ^^d 
that  a  Sheep  of  that  Weight,  full  of  Wool,  at  Shear- 
time,  fliall  not  produce  a  Fleece  weighing  more 
than  3  lb.     To  Ihew  thaf  my  Account  mufb  be  true, 
if  any  thing,   I  allow  too  much,  and  ought  rathef 
to  have  deduded  |-y  than  4t>  which  would  have 
made  the  Wool  of  Great  Britain  much  lower  than 
the  above  Accompt ;    therefore  I  give  the  follow^' 
ing  Account  of  the  Produce  and    Price  of  Tal-"- 
low  ',  which  Copy  I  took  from  a  Tallow- Chandler, 
who  had   the  Tallow  of  a  Sheep  Carcafs-Butcher 
for  many  Years,    and  fays   he  believes  the    faid 
Slaughterman   is  particular  as  to  his  Number  of 
Sheep,  not  deviating  from  the  Quantity  or  Quality  . 
of  the  Goods,  to  the  Number  ot  100  lb.  communi>-\ 
bus  annis.  1.  s.  d.     ^ 

In  1 738  the  Price  was  016 

1739 ditto o  2 

1 740 ditto — -  o  /  4 , 


C173S 
In  the  Year <  1739 


C.1740 

If  I  am  wrong  in  any  Part  of  my  Calculation,  ic 
niufl:  be  in  the  Soap  Article,  not  having  accefs  to 
the  Excife  Books,  to  know  the  certain  Quantities 
of  hard  and  fpfc  Soap.     But  I  Ihall  give  a  Calcu- 
lation 
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lation  after  Mr.  London'^s  Manner,  begging  Leave 
to  differ  from  him  where  •  I  think  I  am  right ;  and 
mufl  alfo  lay  down,  before  I  begin,  that  it*s  impof- 
iible  for  him  (was  it  true  what  he  faith)  to  know  tne 
Slaughter  by  the  Toll  Books ;  for  there  are  a  fort 
of  Men  called  Jobbers  in  Cattle,  wlio  take  the  Ad- 
vantage of  a  full  Market,  buy,  and  fend  them  to 
•Grounds  they  have  in  the  Marfhes  in  Middlejex  and 
EJfex^  and  other  Lands  they  hire  elfewhere,  who 
correfpond  with  the  Inns,  fome  or  other  of  them, 
where  the  Drivers  lodge,  forty  or  fifty  Miles  diftant 
from  London,  and  according  to  Letters,  they  receive 
an  Account  of  what  Cattle  are  coming  to  Town, 
they  meet  and  agree  how  the  Market  fhall  be  fed 
the  next  Monday,  and  fupply  it  accordingly.  Your 
Carcafs  Butchers  alfo,  under  Pretence  of  not  killing 
their  Cattle,  whilfl  they  are  heated  with  Driving, 
fend  them  to  Lands  they  have,  to  let  them  cool  and 
fettle  ;  this  may  be  a  good  Reafon  (tho'  I  call  it  a 
Pretence)  but  yet  doubt  not  but  they  have  Lands 
fufficient  to  lay  in  a  Stock  on  a  full  Market,  and 
fell  it  out  on  an  advanced  one  ;  and  'tis  faid,  in  or- 
der to  crowd  the  Market,  have  brought  Sheep  of 
their  own,  and  made  fham  Sales  to  lower  the 
Market. 

I  doubt  therefore  Mr.  London  fibs,  when  he  fays 
by  the  Toll  Books  it  appears  there  are  36000  Sheep 
and  Lambs  brought  Weekly  to  that  Market,  for 
I  had  Bufinefs  that  cajl'd  me  every  Market  Day  to 
Sjuithfield  for  two  Years,  and  never  faw  any  thing 
near  it ;  their  biggeft  Markets  are  betwixt  Michael- 
mas and  Chrijlmas,  and  during  that  Time  they  don't 
amount  to  the  Quantity  he  fpeaks  of,  or  any  thing 
like  it ;  the  Fridafs  Market,  from  fome  fmall  time 
after  Chrijlmas  to  the  Middle  of  AugKJl,  perhaps 
fliall  not  have  5000  Sheep  in  it ;  neither  fliall  Mon- 
d^f%  have  many  more  than  10,000,  which  is  far 

F  2 
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from  t^e  Quantity  he  talks  of ;  let  him  count  the 
Penns,  and  he  will  fee  they  are  made  to  hold  twenty 
each,  tho'  fome  times  they  crowd  in  one  or  twp 
more. 

Again,  if  the  Sheep  are  large,  they  may  want 
one  or  two  in  the  Penn  •,  but  I'll  allow,  on  a  very 
full  Market  on  a  Monday,  (perhaps  three  or  four 
fuch  in  a  Year)  there  have  been  more  than  the  com- 
mon Penns  would  hold  by  5  or  6000,  which  with 
14000  the  Penns  hold  that  are  common  when  want- 
ed, will  make  20,000. 

Again,  I  mud  acquaint  him,  that  moft  of  the 
Butchers  within  ten  Miles  of  London,  come  to  pro- 
vide themfelves  with  Beef,  Mutton,  and  Lamb,  on 
the  Mondafs,  Market  •,  fo  he  muft  go  farther  than 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  to  diftribute  the  Provilioq 
of  the  Market. 

I  compute,  therefore,  that  the  Mouths  fed  with 
Mutton  from^OTi/^/^Wmaybeeftimated  1,500,000; 
what  Proportion  Mr.  hondon  hath  deduded,  is 
2000000  upon  the  Parifli  Books,  I  may  venture  to 
'believe  the i r Con fumption equal  to -i  oftheRemaind- 
er,  which  makes  our  whole  Number  9500000  ;  and 
noLwirhftanding  Mr.  London 2i^<txx.%  the  Country  living 
fobercr  than  the  Town,  and  confequently  muft  eat 
more  Flefh,  I  confels  I  know  lefs  ofZ)<?^W{y^/r<?  than 
fome  other  Countries,  tho*  I  have  been  2iX  Exeter  fome 
times,  ai-  'Taunton  often,  and  have  travelled  a  great 
Part  o'l  Hngland^AV.d  never  faw  fuch  plentiful  Living 
any  where  as  at  London,  fo  may  conclude  London, 
Vv'ith  its  Appendages  before- mentioned,  confumes  \ 
of  the  Mutton  that  is  ki'l'd  in  Great-Britain,  How* 
tiver  Pll  admitto  be  flaughtered'^ 
Jor  London^  &c.  Weekly  ■     .  "  S  ' 

'  \Vhich  mtiltiolyM  by  .    ■  52 

IP4OOOO 

Which 
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Brought  over                 1040000 
Which  being  ^  of  the  flaughter-  ^ 
ed  Mutton  ior England^  I  mul-  p-               4 
fiply  by-- —  — ^ ^ 

4160000 
Multiply^  by  4,  the  Breeding  4 

Stock  amounts  to  *-—  ■  16640000 

Which  I  multiply  31b.  5,  orp 

31b.   8  Oz.  the  Weight  of  a  r  58240000 

Fleece,  the  Produce  is 

Add  \oper  Cent,  for  Lamb  and  ?      o 

FekWool S   5824000 


Divied  by  240 — 64064000  is 

266^^2  Packs. 
But  multiply*d  by  3  4,  as  I  think  nearer  the  Truth, 
the  Number  will  be  but  251680  Packs ;  but  if  I  re- 
duce theWeightof  each  Fleece  to  3,  which  I  believe 
is  as  much  as  can  be  allow'd,  then  the  Qi^iantiry  for 
Great  Britain  will  be  but  228800  Packs. 

I  could  produce  other  demonftrative  Reafons, 
that  we  do  not  grow  more,  if  fo  much  Wool  as  I 
have  calculated  in  Great  Britain  •,  for  I  have  been 
various  Times  at  the  greateft  Fairs  for  Wool  in 
thefe  Dominions,  more  efpecially  for  the  Ibrt  of 
Wool  they  write  about,  viz.  Brijiol  and  Stirhitch  ; 
at  the  lad  of  which  there  was  ufually  a  Meeting  of 
the  mod  confiderable  Dealers  in  that  Commodity 
from  Norfolk^  Suffolk^  EJfex.,  Hertford/Jjire,  Ca?n- 
hridgejhirey  I'ork/hire^  Lincolnjhire,  NorthainptonJInre^ 
fome  from  WarwickJJjire^  Buckinghamjlnre^  Bedford^ 
Huntingdon^  and  the  Ifle  of  Ely  •,  fome  to  buy 
large  Combing  Wool  for  making  Worfted  Yarn 
for  the  Stuff  and  Bay  Trade,  others  to  fell  their 
fmall  Wool  for  the  Torljhire  Trade,  and  never 
heard  the  Quantity  at  any  Fair  to  exceed  5000 
l^^cks.  Indeed 
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Indeed  i  have  heard,  and  believe,  as  much  might 
be  fold  at  that  Meeting  or  Fair,  to  be  delivered  be- 
twixt that  Time  and  Candlemas  ;  therefore  con- 
clude we  can't  grow  fo  much  as  I  have  allowed  : 
But  as  I  would  now  leave  no  room  for  Objedion,  I 
admit  that  Northampton^  Leicejler,  and  JVarwick- 
Jhire  had  alfo  Manufafluries  of  their  own,  tho*  not 
fufficient  to  confume  all  the  Combing  Wool  they 
grow. 

I  am  now,  my  Lords,  to  make  my  Computation 
for  heland  ,  but  I  am  at  a  Lofs,  if  I  compute  after 
the  Manner  Mr,  London  hath  done  for  Efigland,  viz. 
Compute  the  Quantity  by  the  Number  of  living 
Souls  in  the  IHand,  tlien  it  will  be  found  Ireland 
hath  not  many  more  than  two  Millions  of  Souls  ; 
that  more  than  -I  of  that  Number  are  Roman  Ca- 
tholicks,  and  that  19  out  of  20  of  the  Catholkks 
are  poor,  and  not  in  fo  good  a  Situation  as  our  Ne- 
groes in  the  Wejl  Indies^  and  never,  or  very  feldom 
eat  any  Flefli,  except  by  Chance  a  little  Pork  or 
Bacon,  which  a  few  of  them  ktd,  but  they  live 
chiefly  on  Patatoes,  Red  Herrings,  Skim  Milk,  ^c. 
fo  that  Couijtry  can  hardly  produce  400000  Mutton 
Eaters ;  which  if  they  ftock  their  Lands  as  we  do 
here,  they  can't  have  above  4-5-  of  the  Quantity  of 
Wool  we  have,  which  will  fall  fhort,  added  to  our's 
of  300,000  Packs  j5(?r  Ann.  But  I  forefee  it  will  be 
obj.dcd  to,  and  that  Lands  are  much  cheaper-rent- 
ed in  Ireland  than  here,  fo  they  do  not  ftock  after 
our  Manner,  but  keep  a  greater  Qviantity  in  Pro- 
portion for  the  Sake  of  the  Wool  only. 

The  fame  Reafon  may  be  affign'd  tor  France  and 
Flanders,  which  makes  it  improbable  that  their 
Growth  of  Wool  fliould  be  any  thing  like  the  Quan- 
tity that  is  pretended  to  be  mixed  with  ByitiJI.)-\N oo\. 

In  the  Beginning  of  my  Elfay,  I  fiy  there  are 
oihtr  Reafons  for  tlic  Decay  of  the  Woollen  Manij- 

fadjturyv 
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faflury,  than  thofe  afllgn'd,  tho*  I  hope  the  Decay 
is  nothing  equal  to  the  Imagfnation,  for  a  fmall 
Stagnation  in  Trade  makes  the  Price  of  any  Goods 
fall  in  a  Marker,  as  a  quick  Demand  makes  them  '■ 
rife,  without  any  real  Occafion  for  either  ;  and  tho' 
feme  Towns  have  funk  in  Trade,  others  iiave, ad- 
vanced. 

For  I  remember,  in  my  Time,  the  Rife  of  feme 
Towns,  and  the  Fall  of  others  in  that  Manufadlury, 
viz.  Sudbury^  and  I  think,  Farnhajn^  were  famous 
for  making  Shalloons,  as  was  alfo  Nc-n-bury, 

Then  Kettering^  a  little  Market  Town  in  iVor- 
thamptonjh'ire^  from  manufaifluring  20  or  30  Pieces 
of  Dy'd  Serges  Weekly,  fell  into  making  Shalloons, 
rivall'd  the  Towns  above-mention*d,  and  fent  to 
London  Market  upwards  of  1000  Pieces  per  Week. 

TorliJJoire  hath  rivall'd  them  fince,  by  underwork- 
ing-sfhem,  and  very  much  decreafed  their;Trade,  as 
alfo  lower'd  their  Prices  -,  they  have  alfo  robb'd  the 
Weft  and  Eaft  -,  for  I  am  told  they  not  only  make 
long  Ells,  but  Bays,  in  Imitation  of  Bocking  Bays, 
and  fell  them  much  cheaper  for  the  Reafons  afore- 
faid  \  and  none  can  lay  they  have  not  an  equal  Right 
to  manufaflure  thofe  Goods  with  Bocking  or  Exeter, 
I  could  rnention  various  others  in  like  Circum- 
fiances.  .;  ■- . 

That  there  are  other  Reafons  than  thafe  aflign'd, 
I  prove  thus :  We  have  not  that  Oeconomy  in  the 
Management  of  our  Labourers,  in  the  Maniifa6lury 
they  have  abroad  i  they  endeavour  to -keep  the  Price 
of  Labour  low,  M.r.Mmm  faith  1^0' per  Cent,  cheaper 
than  any  Part  oi  Britain  ;  we  on  the  contrary  plead  f 
for  our  Labourers  to  be  better  paid,  that  they  may 
live  comfortably,  and  fpend  more  Money,  which 
it  is  alledg'd  adds  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Nation,  and 
this  (I  arp  afraid  under  a  falfe  Pretence,  that  Fo- 
re i^ntei's  can't  wuik  without  our  Woel  ?  but  more  of  . 
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that  under  another  Head.)    Our  Combers  have  for 
a  Number  of  Years  pad  ere6led  themfelves  into  a 
fort  of  Corporation  (tho'  without  a  Charter)  their 
lirft  Pretence  was  to  take  Care  of  their  poor  Bre- 
thren that  fliould  fall  fick,  or  be  out  of  Work  ; 
and  this  was  done  by  meeting  once  or  twice  a  Week, 
and  each  of  them  contributing  .  2  d.  or  3  d.  towards 
the  Box,  to  make  a  Bankj  and  when  they  became 
a  little  formidable,  they  gave  Laws  to  their  Mafters, 
as  alfo  to  themfelves,  viz.  that  no  Man  fliould  comb 
Wool  under  2  s.  per  Dozen  ;  that  no  Mafter  fliould 
employ  any  Comber  that  was  not  of  their  Club,  if 
he  did,  they  agreed  one  and  all  not  to  work  for 
him  ;  and  if  he  had  employed  twenty,  they  all  of 
them  turn'd  out,  and  oftentimes  was  not  Satisfied 
with  that,  but  would  abufe  the  honed  Man  than 
would  labour,  and  in  a  riotous  manner  beat  him, 
break  his  Comb-pots,    and  deftroy  his  Working 
Tools  ;  they  fiirther  fupport  one  another,  infomuch 
that  they  are  become  one  Society  throughout  the 
Kingdom  :  And,  that  they  may  keep  up  their  Price 
to  encourage  Idlenefs  rather  than  Labour,  if  any  one 
of  their  Club  is  out  of  Work,    they  give  him  a 
Ticket  and  Money  to  feek  for  Work  at  next  Town, 
where  a  Box  Club  is,  where  he  is  alfo  fubfifted,  fuf-:' 
fered  to  live  a  certain  Time  with  them,  and  then 
ufed  as  before  ;  by  which  Means  he  can  travel  the. 
Kingdom  round,  be  carefs'd  at  each  Lodge,  and 
fpend  not  one  Farthing  of  his  own,  or  ftrike  one 
Stroke  of  Work.  This  Mr.  London  knows  to  be  true, 
whether  'Mr.   JVehber  doth,  or  not,   I  can't  aflTert,,' 
becaufe  I  cannot  fay  whether  this  PraAice  is  carried 
into  Ireland  or  not. 

This  hath  been  imitated  by  the  Weavers  alfo,  tho   ^ 
not  carry *d  thro'  the  Kingdom,  but  confin'd  to  the  ^ 
Places  where  they  Work  ;    and   I  have  known,  fo' 
muft  Mr.  Lmdon  alfo,  that  the  Weavers  have  rifen  ^ 

at 
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■  at  'Taunton  Dean,  and  gave  Laws  to  their  Employ- 
ers, deftroyed  Loombs,  and  cut  out  their  Work  ; 
where  People  were  employed  they  did  not  care 
fhould,  and  would  exa6t  what  Price  they  thouglit 
•fit :  Brijhl  and  feveral  other  Places  have  underwent 
the  fame  Fate. 

The  Manufadurers  themfelves  don't  a  little  con- 
tribute to  their  own  Fate,  not  keeping  up  their 
Goods  to  a  proper  Standard  as  the  Foreigners  do. 
^Mr.  Munn  alTerts  they  make  all  their  Goods  to 
their  lull  breadths  and  lengths  throughout  alike, 
which  makes  the  Markets  thev  apply  to  prefer  them: 
"Whereas  ours,  in  a  Time  of  quick  demand,  wi  1 
fome  of  them  cap  their  Goods  and  make  them 
worfe  within  than  they  appear  to  be  by  the  Outfide, 
or  Pattern  produced,  by  which  Means  they  lofe 
their  Credit  abroad,  as  I  remember  has  been  done 
in  various  Commodities,  which  by  that  means  liave 
■been  totally  lod.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fome  care  may  be  taken  to  have  the  W^ooiien  Ma- 
nuf\6i:urics  kept  up  to  a  Standard. 

Another  Realbn  of  the  Decreafe  of  the  W^orfled 
Manufaftury,  is  the  variation  of  Falhions,  which 
from  the  Year  1690  to  this  Time,  has  made  a  con- 
fiderable  alteration  in  our  home  Confumption,  and 
not  lefs  in  our  Colonies  in  America,  who  are  go- 
verned in  their  Fafliions  by  our  Example  ;  tor 
tho'  at  the  Time  I  mention  two  thirds  of  the  Quan- 
tity that  is  now  ufed  would  make  a  dreil  Suit  tor 
either  Sex,  yet  the  outfide  drefs  was  then  of  the 
Woollen  Manufaftury,  fome  few  excepted.  'Taun- 
ton Serges  were  then  much  worn  by  Women  :  But 
in  a  fliort  Time  Norwich  Toys  took  place  for  that 
Sex,  and  became  their  wear  •,  after  this  rhe  French 
Refugees  introduced  various  ManufacTturits,  before 
but  little  known  amongft  us,  made  of  Silk  and 
Worfted,  and  Silk  and  71iread,  and  Worlled 
G  Siuifj), 
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Stuffs,  which  being  gay  Colours,  eclipfed  the 
Norwich  Manufadury,  though  they  flill  excel  in 
feveral  Branches  in  the  Worfted  way. 

Next  came  that  fatal  Stab  to  all  the  Worfted 
IVlanufadluries  for  Female  wear,  viz.  the  Eafi;  In- 
dia Calicoes,  which  were  then  brought  in  Printed, 
but  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation,  were  in  Time 
fuppreff^d,  yet  admitted  to  be  printed  at  home, 
and  afterwards  the  Wear  at  home  totally  forbid, 
thojgh  fufiered  to  be  fent  to  our  Foreign  Plantations ; 
but  the  Tafte  is  fo  imbibed  that  Linnens  and  Cot- 
tons are  now  Printed,  which  Art  being  fo  much  im- 
proved, that  their  Wear  are  extended  beyond  what 
the  Callicoes  were  ;  and  if  I  am  truly  informed,  there 
is  in  the  Suburbs  of  London^  and  within  a  few 
Miles  more  Hands  employed  in  Printing  than  are 
in  the  Worfted  Stuffs  in  that  diftance. 

May  Providence  affift  our  Arms  abroad  in  obtain- 
ing PoiTeffion  of  fome  Territories  that  may  reftore 
our  Manufafturies  at  home  relating  to  our  native 
Produce,  for  nothing  elfe  can  do  it  except  the  Prcfer- 
.vation  of  our  Wool  to  be  Manufiftured  at  home  -,  or 
fumptu.iry  Laws,  the  latter  of  which  would  be  very 
ungrateful amongft  us,  we  all  defiringto  appear  diffe- 
rent from  what  we  are,and  mimick  the  Quality, who 
would  better  their  own  Eftates  by  an  Example  to 
their  Dependants,  and  imitate  the  French  in  their 
CEconomy,  preferable  to  their  Follies,  'viz.  to  en- 
courage the  Manufacluries  of  our  own  Country, 
and  wear  tiiem  rather  than  any  other,  which  'tis 
faid  is  praelifed  by  the  King's  of  France^  Sweden, 
and  Denmark,  and  their  Courts  and  Countries. 

There  is  fome  fort  of  Scuffs  tliat  may  its  hoped 
be  made,  that  will  Wafli  and  Print  in  the  fame 
Colours  chat  Linnens  and  Cottons  do,  if  encou- 
ragement was  given  to  it  by  the  Quality,  that  might 
bectome  a  Fiifliion,  and    give    great  Life  to  tTiat 

part 
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part  of  our  Trade  that  employs  mofl:  Hands,  and 
may  occafion  a  quicker  demand  for  Wool  of 
that  fort,  which  confequently  will  encreafe  the 
Price. 

There  is  a  Letter  in  the  Daily  Advertifcr,  wrote 
the  i6th  of  ivi^Tz/^^rr,  1740,  which  feems  to  (hew 
ibme  uneafinefs  for  the  Eajl  India  Company,  left 
their  Settlement:  at  Gombron  in  Perfta  fliould  fuffer, 
fetting  forth  Priviledges  the  faid  Company  hath  in 
that  Settlement,  and  how  much  they  are  in  efteem, 
as  being  fuppofed  to  adl  for  the  wholclfland  of  Great 
Britain.  That  the  Goods  fent  there  are  paid  for  in 
Gold,  which  as  it  is  employed  in  their  Trade  to 
India,  prevents  fo  much  Money  going  from  hence. 
Therefore  hopes  the  Parliament  will  confider  that, 
and  not  fuffer  them  to  be  hurt  in  their  Priviledges, 
in  admitting  any  body  to  carry  on  a  Trade  by 
pafling  through  RiiJJia  with  Carravans  to  the  Caf- 
pian  Sea,  left  it  hurt  their  Intereft  in  Perfia,  who 
are  looked  on  by  them  as  the  reprefentative  Body  of 
the  whole  Britijh  Nation,  Priviledges,  i^c.  were 
granted  them  as  before- mentioned  accordingly,  tho' 
owns  that  Trade  hath  been  difcontinued  ever  fince 
the  Year  1720,  occafionM  by  Divifions  in  Prrfui, 
which  now  being  at  an  end,  the  Company  will 
open  it  again. 

Mr.  Woolly,  Secretary  to  that  Company,  an- 
fwers  it  the  next  Day,  and  after  reciting  the  Letter 
or  Memorial  aforefiid,  tells  the  Memorialift  or 
the  Publick,  that  the  Company  had  ordered  a  Ship 
fi-om  their  Settlements  in  India  to  carry  what  Goods 
they  had  there  to  Gomhroon. 

■  Perfia  is  of  large  Extent,  and  hath  made  large 
Conquefts  which  are  well  filled  with  People  who 
refide  in  fuch  a  Climate  as  may  well  wear  our  Ma- 
nuf^(5lure.  Therefore  the  Legiflaturc  will  confider 
whether  its  proper  to  prevent  any  Merchant  or 
G  2  Merchants 
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Merchants   from  carrying  on   a   Trade    fo   much- 
wanted  at  prefent.* 

Thar  part  of  the  South  Sea  Company's  Charter 
(when  they  ufed  to  Trade)  was  laid  open,  which 
confined  it  to  themfelves  only,tothe  great  difadvan- 
tage  oftiie  Publick  ;  therefore  I  can't  fee  why  pri-- 
vate  Merchants  may  nor  have  the  lame  Priviledges. 
to  Trade  to  Perfm  ftho*  it  fliould  be  granted  in 
the  Eafl  India  Companies  Charter)  for  the  Reafons 
aforelaid. 

That  by  opening  the  Trade  to  the  South  Sea, 
and  the  Cioathing  of  the  Army  Wool  is  loj.  per 
Pack  dearer  than  two  Years  fince,  and  opening, 
this  Trade  may  advance  20  J.  or  30  j.  more  in  a 
fliort  Time,  unlefs  the  War  betwixt  Rujfm  and  Swe* 
den  prevents  it. 

I  am  no  Enemy  to  that  great  and  rich  Body  of 
IMen  that  compofe  the  Company  aforefaid,  yet  I 
love  my  Country  better,  and  tho*  I  wcuki  not  cla- 
mour as  fome  have  done,,  neither  dare  I  fay  things 
with  Pofitivenefs  on  hear-fay,  but  by  the  grant  of 
a  Charter  to  the  united  Company  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies^  they  were  confined  to  Ship  a  certain 
quantity  of  Woollen  Goods  annually,  whether  in 
Proportion  to  the  Silver  they  Shipped,  or  a  cer- 
tain Value  fiipulated,  I.can^cfayj  and  if  the  Par- 
liament fliould  thiiik  proper-  they  may  order  an  en- 
quiry into  it,  as  alfo  where  thofe  Goods  were  vended 
fince  1720,  that  v.ere  bought  ior  the  Company's 
ufe,  and  prevent  by  a  Law  any  Envafion  of  that 
Contract  lor  the  future,  which  will  remove  all  Af- 
perfions  hereafter,  that  haih  been  formerly  caft  up-. 
on  that  Company,  vtz.  That  they  eluded  that  Con- 
trafl  and  (old  thofe  Goods  in  Europe,  bought  un- 
der 

*  This  was  v/rote  the  laft  Year  before  the  Afl  to  open  the 
Trade  by  the  C^y^/off  Sea  paflbd. 
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der  pretence  of  being  fent  to  If^dia,  by  which  thc^ 
Turkey  Company  and  other  Merchants,  as  aJlb  the 
whole  Nation  have  been  prejudiced,  I  won't  fay 
defrauded,  neither  that  (there  is  Truth  in  thcfe  Sug- 
geftions)  but  I  may  venture  to  liiy,  that  if  the 
Company  hath  taken  their  ftipulated  Quantity  an- 
nually, and  found  vend  for  them  fairly  (now  that 
Trade  is  open  that  hath  been  fhut  for  twenty  Years 
paftj  it  would  be  but  juft  in  them  to  double  their 
Quantity  at  this  Time,  for  they  muil  know  their 
Country  wants  it,  and  the  Company's  Trade  meet- 
ing with  the  greateft  Encouragement  here,  info- 
much  that  their  Sales  are  prodigioufly  encreafed  ; 
but  I  fhall  ftill  go  farther,  and  propofe  they  may 
take  4  times  the  Goods  of  our  Woollen  Manufac- 
ture they  contrafted  to  Ship  formerly,  which  would 
anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  the  Nation  wants,  tho'  it 
fhould  prove  no  greater  Value  than  400,000  /.  an- 
nually, inftead  of  40,000^000  /.  we  are  faid  to  fuf- 
fer,  and  I  fhould  humbly  move  the  Government 
Vv^ould  give  them  an  Equivolent  for  it,  which  would 
fufRciently  anfwer  the  Companies  Ends  iliould  they 
rhrow  the  Goods  aforefaid  into  the  Sea,  and  the 
Revenue  will  be  increafed  one,  if  not  200,000  /. 
per  Annum,  viz.  by  a  Prohibition  of  all  Foreign 
Cambricks  which  pay  but  a  fmall  Duty,  which  of 
Courfe  muft  be  fupplyed  by  Muflings  and  Callicoes 
that  pay  a  large  one,  at  leaft  three  times  what  Cam- 
bricks  pay  in  propoftion  to  Value. 

One  Thing  1  have  omitted  taking  notice  of  from 
the  Meraorialift,  1:;/^.  That  the  Woollen  Goods  fold 
at  Gombroon  were  paid  for  in  Gold,  which  he  fays 
lefTens  the  Companies  demands  of  Cafli  from  Eu- 
ropes  to  purchafe  the  EfFeds  they  bring  home  ; 
but  in  that  I  fear  he  is  miftaken,  for  it's  notorious 
that  great  Quantities  of  Gold  are  brought  from  tiie 
Maji  Indies  to  Europe,  and  efteenied  as  profitable- 
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a  Traffick  as  any  carryed  on,  though  purchafed 
with  Silver. 

This  leads  me  to  think  of  our  Trade  by  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  which  by  the  A6t  of  Parliament  is  to 
be  carryed  on  by  bartering  our  Woollen  Manufac- 
tures for  their  Silk,  which  if  it's  true  what  hath  been 
laid,  they  fhould  take  care  in  their  Bartering  to 
have  fome  Gold  and  fome  Silk,  which  undoubt- 
edly the  Perfians  will  encourage  rather  than  buy 
for  Gold  only,  and  by  that  Means  the  Woollen 
Manufadlury  may  be  much  encreafed  :  For  other- 
wife  its  poffible  fuch  quantity  of  the  latter  may  be 
brought  home  as  may  prejudice  the  'Turkey  and  Ita- 
lia?i  Trade  ;  the  firfl  of  which  hath  been  efteemed 
the  moft  valuable  belonging  to  England.  But  I  am 
told  it  can  be  no  Prejudice  to  any  Trade,  it  pro- 
ducing a  quite  different  Silk  than  any  other  part  of 
the  World.  I  obferve  the  Aft  that  eftabliflies  the 
Perfian  Trade  requireth  the  Oath  of  the  Merchants 
trading  there,  that  the  Commodities  brought  home 
in  return  are  purchafed  with  Britijh  Manufaftures. 
Oaths,  my  Lords,  are  very  flippery  Things,  more 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  not  Cognizable  in  the  Courts 
of  Judicature,  and  don't  bind  fuch  People  as  are 
carrying  on  fraudulent  Trade  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  Country  :  Therefore  it's  hoped  the  Parliament 
will  confider  that  Aft,  and  add  fuch  Claufes  to  it 
as  may  fix  them  fo  firm  that  neither  that  or  any  o- 
ther  Company  or  Body  of  Men,  or  fingle  Man 
who  may  be  under  Coniraft  v^ith  the  Government, 
Hiail  be  able  to  elude  it  to  the  Nation's  Prejudice. 

It's  prefumed  it  can  be  no  Crime  to  fay  fome  of 
the  Direftors  of  the  two  trading  Companies  have 
been  fufpefted  of  carrying  on  an  illicit  Trade,  or 
conniving  at  fuch,  in  breach  of  the  Oath  taken  as 
Direftors,  even  fo  long  fince  as  the  latter  end  of 
(^lecn  /lmi^%  Reign,  'uiz.  A,  M.  was  difcovered  to 
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be  carrying  on  a  Trade  to  the  South  Sea,  and  in 
one  of  the  Companies  Ships,  and  part  of  tlie  Freight 
was  Shipped  in  France,  and  a  Minifter  of  State 
at  that  TimeJLiftified  the  Adtion,  and  faid  that 
Miniflry  was  not  worth  ferving  that  would  not  ad- 
mit fuch  Jobs.  Other  Inftances  might  be  pro- 
duced, therefore  the  Government  ought  to  be  bet- 
ter fecured. 

It^s  hoped  if  what's  propofed  can  be  obtained, 
viz.  A  good  Law  to  reftrain  the  pernicious  Prac- 
tices of  our  Combers,  Weavers,  &c.  in  the  Wool- 
len Manufliftury,  as  alfo  to  oblige  the  Mailers  to 
make  their  Goods  true,  both  as  to  the  Lengths  and 
Breadths,  and  throughout  alike,  which  may  be 
adjufted  by  a  Seal  affixed  as  was  formerly  ufual  at 
Colchefier  when  they  confined  themfelves  to  the  Ma- 
nufaflure  of  four  Sorts  only,  viz.  Rents,  Crowns, 
Colledges  and  Croffes,  by  which  Names  they 
were  bought  without  any  Infpe(5lion  of  the  Purcha- 
fers,  and  rofe  and  fell  in  Proportion  to  the  De- 
mand, fo  juft  were  thofe  who  prefided  in  fcaling 
thofe  Goods.  The  Medly  or  Dyed  Goods  muft 
be  infpeded  by  the  Buyers  becaufe  of  the 
Colours.  They  may  when  truly  m.ade  and  Sorts 
declared  be  bought  by  Pattern,  by  wr.ich  thofe 
Manufadlures  will  fiourifh,  though  our  Demand* 
fhould  increafe  in  the  Woollen  Manufa6lury  but 
400,000  /.  per  Ann.  and  would  be  fufficienc  to  fup- 
ply,  in  my  opinion,  all  our  W^ants  and  Lofifcs,  rho* 
(as  I  think  fcandaloufly)aircrted  to  be  42,000,000/. 
annually  believing  our  decay  not  equal  to  their 
Complaints  as  I  have  before  hinted,  ic  being  well 
known  that  there  is  10  per  Cent,  diiierence  betwixt 
thofe  two  Monofyllables,  will  you  buy  and  will  you 
fell  •,  if  the  laft  Queftion  is  asked  by  Merchants 
or  Warchoufe  Men,  ^c.  the  Manufadluriy  will  ex^ 
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cxpe^^  S  per  Cent,  at  lead  advanced  upon  his  pre- 
fent  Price ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  firfi  is  ask*ci  by 
the  Maker,  Reprifals  are  made  by  the  Purchafer, 
and  fo  vice  versa. 

As  to  Trade,  which  ought  to  be  reftrain'd,  is 
fuch  as  is  prejudicial  to  the  Publick,  tho'  it  may  be 
profitable  to  priv-ate  People  ;  fuch  I  take  to  be  all 
our  Imports  from  France,  which  we  can  do  very 
well  wichout,  viz.  all  the  Cambricks,  Brandies, 
Wines,  &'c.  for  which  they  take  little  from  us  but 
Specie,  or  fomething  yet  much  more  to  our  Difad- 
vanrage,  viz.  our  Wool  -,  by  Virtue  of  which  they 
have  been  able  to  rival  us  in  that  Manufadure 
abroad,  and  have  prevented,  as  alfo  prohibited,  our 
manul;'6lur'd  Wool  going  there,  fome  fmall  Qiian- 
tity  excepted,  that  is  [cri  to  Dunkirk,  which  they 
call  a  Free  Port  ;•  and  the  Method,  I  am  told,  ufed 
to  difpofe  of  it  -there  into  French  Flanders  or  France^ 
is  to  thofe  who  come  to  Dunkirk  to  buy  them, 
vv'here  they  are  made  into  Cloaths,  and  wore  home, 
leaving  their  old  ones  to  be  fent  after  them.  I  know 
Brandy  and  Wines  bring  in  a  great  Revenue  to  the 
Crown  ;  but  that  v/ill  be  recompenced  by  the  En- 
creafe  of  Rum,  and  fome  fmall  Duty  added  to  our 
own  Spirits  at  the  Still  Head,  of  which  there  is  itn 
times  the  Quantity  made,  than  there  is  French 
Brandy  imported  i  and  hardly  any  of  that  import- 
ed, but  is  mix*d  with  an  equal  Quantity  of  Britifo 
Spirits.  ^ 

The  Spani/Jj  Trade  was,  and  the  Portugal  is^  the 
moft  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  which  pay  to 
this  Nation  4  of  what  we  Tnifiick  v/ith  them  for  in 
Specie,  chieliy,  if  not  wholly  for  the  Produce  of 
our  Lands,  and  the  Manufadures  of  our  own  that 
proceeds  from,  our  Grovv'th  ;  therefore  ought  to  be 
cultivated. 

The 
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'  The  American  Trade,  both  upon  the  Continent 
and  the  IFeJl  Indies^  is  very  profitable,  and  furniflies 
large  Bal lances  in  Bullion,  as  well  as  very  ufeful 
Commodities ;  our  Nation  can't  well  fubfifl  with- 
out, as  alfo  fome  for  foreign  Export :  And  before 
:the  laft  Treaty  of  Queen  Anne,  the  JVeJl  Indies  fur- 
nifhed  Sugars,  which  drew  Cafh  from  Hoiland-t 
Sweden,  Denmark^  and  all  Germany,  and  other 
■Places,  which  our  worthy  Ally,  France,  hath  rob- 
,bed  us  of;  tho'  it's  laid  they  can't  fubfift  their  Set- 
tlements without  our  Aid  ;  yet  thofe  profitable 
Trades  to  the  Publick  are  carry'd  on  to  the  Ruin 
of  great  Numbers  of  Private  Traders,  and  I  am 
afraid  can't  well  be  prevented,  or  a  Cure  provided 
for  it.  I  have,  myfelf,  fent  Cargoes  into  America, 
by  which  Pve  doubled  my  Outfet,  clear  of  ail  De- 
ductions, in  twelve  Months,  which  induced  me  to 
fend  others,  and  I  continued  to  do  To,  till  I  loft 
double  what  I  got  the  firft  Adventure,  and  v/as 
kept  two  or  three  Years  out  of  my  ElTcfts,  before 
any  Re:urns  came,  either  in  Goods  or  Remittances  •, 
and  this  is  tiie  Cafe  of  -f^-  of  thofe  People  trading 
to  any  or  either  of  thofe  Parts  before  fpecified,  few 
or  none  thriving  but  f.ich  as  are  concerned  and  fliare 
in  the  Houfes  that  are  fixed  at  the  Settlements  afore- 
faid,  and  Captains  of  Ships  and  Super-Cargoes, 
and  thofe  that  aft  in  Commifiion  for  them  here, 
and  abroad,  yet  the  Trade  is  equally  profitable 
to  the  Nation,  for  the  Money  loft  by  A  is  got  by  B,_ 
a  Subje6f  equally  with  A  to  Great  Britain.  Than 
this  Trade  is  profitable  to  the  Publick,  tho'  it  may. 
fill  our  Gazette  with  a  hundred  Bankrupts  yearly,  I 
demonftrate  thus,  and  humbly  apprehend  there  .is^i; 
lead  two  thoufand  Pcrfons,  I  might  ^^^^j  more,  in*?i 
eluding  Manuftdlurers,  conftantly"  dealing  in  the 
Mani.cr  aforefaiu,  who  fiiall  export  on  an  Average 
5PO  /.  each,  they  bring  home  in  Return,  Specie,  or 
fuch  EfFeds  as  are  nece-filiry  to  us,  and  muil  be  pur- 
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phafed  with  Money  •,  this,    if  produced  from   our 
own  Manufadures,  is  1,000,000/.  clear  Frodt per 
Ann.  except  what  is  loft  by  Bankruptcy  aforefaid, 
which  may  be  -|-^th  Part.     If  it  fhould  be  objeded, 
jhat  fuch  a  Number  of  Men,  Merchants,  that  have 
Houfes  abroad,  and  fuch    as   a<5t  by   CommifTion 
at  home,  excluded,  can?c  be  found  that  fhip  fuch 
Qiiantities  as  amount  to   the  Value,  we  may  en- 
large the  Number,   and  not  furnifii  more  Bank- 
rupts, becaufe  fome  leave  off  before  that  happens, 
tho'  Ircfh  ones  come  daily  in  :  Yet  I  know  a  Gen- 
tleman   that  fliipped  40,000!.   annually  to  P<?r/«- 
gal,  and  had  his  Returns  all  in  Gold,  and  held  it 
jfor  twenty  Years  •,  yet  20,000  1.  was  not  loft  by 
him  when  he  ftopc  -,  fo  the  Kingdom  got  by  him 
only  780,000  /.      There    are  Manufad:urers    that 
lliip  great  Quantities  of  their  own  Fabrick  to  Hoi' 
land  and  elfewhere,  and  draw   immediately  uporl 
their  Effeds,    to  their  no  fmall    Lofs,    and  they 
chufe  it  radier  than  fell  them  at  home,    which  ruins 
their  Credit,  and  puts  a  Stop  to  their  further  Tra- 
ding.    This   frequently  happens    with    Merchants 
v/ho  have  overfliot  themfelves ;  they  are  under  a 
Neceflity  of  Trading,  till  a  fqll  Stop  is  put  to  them, 
rather  than  ftop  in  Time,    which  motl  Men  are 
afiiamcd  to  do. 

The  Dutch  and  German  Trades  are  reciprocal^ 
v'tz.  I  believe  they  buy  as  much  from  us  in  our  Ma- 
pufaflures,  as  we  do  of  theirs,  and  tho^  the  Ex- 
change is  againft  us,  and  great  Quantities  of  Gold 
is  fent  thro*  us  to  Holland-,  it  is  not  from  a  Balance 
d?J&  to  them  from  us  in  Trade,  but  the  Gold  is  a 
Profit  tp  us,  being  freighted  on  Britijh  Ships  from 
abrpad  ior  their  Account,  and  pays  alfo  a  Com- 
r^iifijon  to  the  Briti/Ij  Merchants  that  iorward  it, 
and  the  Ej^change,  tho*  againft  us,  is,  becaufe  by 
y^m/lcrdam  what  Money  is  wanted  to  apy  Part  of 
jEurope  may  be  remitted  from  thence. 

The 
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'f  he  Turkey  and  Italian  Trades,  tho*  cafry'd  oh 
'  Part  with  Money  and  Part  with  our  Manufactures, 
yet  have  been,  and  are  very  ufeful  and  neceflliry  to 
the  Publick,  the  Commodities  they  bring  unmanu- 
facftured,  employing  fo  great  a  Number  of  Hands, 
that  their  Labour,  added  to  the  Price  of  Silk,  i^c. 
imported,  brings  in  moreMoney  from  abroad,  than 
is  expended  in  our  Purchales  of  Silk,  ^c.  infomuch 
that  our  home  Confumption  is  all  clear  Gain  to  our 
Nation  ;  therefore  Methods  it's  hoped  will  be  taken 
to  propagate  thofe  Trades,  more  efpecially  the 
Turkey  Company,  who  bring  in  fome  Commodi- 
ties not  to  be  had  elfewhere,  as  Rhubarb,  Mohair^ 
and  their  Silk  tjnthrown,  which  of  Courfe  em- 
ploys more  Hands  to  manufadure  it ;  fo  it's  ne- 
cefTary  the  Perftah  Traders  fliould  be  ftricflly  kept 
to  their  Contraft,  and  fome  Methods  taken  to  im- 
prove the  Turkey  Trade,  fo  that  it  may  become 
profitable  to  the  Merchants,  as  Well  as  ufeful  to  the 
Publick,  which  I  think  may  be  done,  tho'  it  is 
broke  in  upon  by  the  Frenchy  (if  damning  all 
foreign  Manufactures  of  Wool  will  do  it,  which  I 
fhall  fhew  maybe  done,  when  properly  call*d  upon, 
provided  the  Wool  of  the  Southern  Growth  of 
France^  and  where  they  have  a  large  Manufadure 
of  Woollen  Goods  be  fuch  as  that  oppofite  to  our 
Coaft  is  faid  to  be,  which  none  of  our  Connoiflieurs 
in  Trade  have  pretended  to  prove,  or  that  Britijh  or 
Ir'tjh  Wool  is  mixed  with  it,  as  1  remember  j  whicb 
riiight  have  been  known  by  our  Men  of  Quality  in 
their  Travelsj  had  that  been  part  of  their  Specu- 
lation.) 

Asto  i\iGEaft-indiaTx?Ae^  fince  it  mufl:  be  carryM 
on  by  us,  or  given  up  to  our  Rivals,  Prance  and  Hol- 
land ^  we  ought  to  Cultivate  it,  more  efpecially  if  their 
Commodities  are  of  fuch  Demand  abroad,  as  to 
bring  more  Money  home  than  is  expended  in  their 
Purchafe  in /;^^i^.  This  I  am  iniorm'd  was  de- 
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mondrated  by  Mr.  Ecdcjione  before  the  Houfe  oF 
Lords  ;  and  I  hope  brii^ging  their  Muiliiigs  into 
wear,  as  I've  propqs'd,  will  be  no  Diflervice,  but 
of  great  Ufe  to  them,  and  our  Country  alfo. 

My  Lords, 

I  am  now  going  upon  my  laft  Calculation,  by 
which  I  fl-)all  difcover  a  Falacy,  that  all  the  albre- 
iaid  Authors  have  fupprciTed  (if  they  knew  v.hat 
they  wrote  upon)  with  a  Defign  to  fv/ell  their  Ac- 
count and  impofe  upon  their  Readers,  .viz.  the 
Wool  wafted  in  its  Weight,  by  Wafhing,  Comb- 
ing, Carding,  Scribbling,  Sc  they  take  no  no* 
tice  of,  making  their  Computation  for  Labour 
on  a  Pack  of  Wool,  which  ought  to  have  been 
on  a  Pack  of  Goods  made  from  Wool,  which 
is  fomething  more  than  ^  Difference,  for  4  Packs 
of  Wool  in  the  Fleece  will  not  make  3  Packs  of 
"Woollen  Goods,  reckoning  the  whole  of-  the  Wool 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on  an  Avaridge.  But 
firiiril  prove,  as Pve  promifed,  what. they  all  of 
them  have  afferted  m.ufl  be  falfe,  if  French  and 
Dutch  Wool  is  fuch  as  is  reprefertcd  (as  I  am  apt 
to  believe  is  truej  I  mean  that  of  their  own  Growth, 
for  1  have  been  in  thofe  Countries  30  odd  Years 
fince,  as  alfo  at  Liege,  their  Wool  is  as  reprefented 
by  Mr.  Miinn,  fome  Courfe  and  Sticheled  Haired,, 
therefore  will  not  mix  to  any  Advantage  with  ours  j, 
they  fhould  have  laid  infcead  of  our  Wool  working 
up  three  of  theirs,  that  three  of  ours  would  work 
rp  one  of  Foreign,  there  indeed  might  be  Tome  pre- 
tence,but  what  they  have  laid  down  hath  no  Founda- 
tion of  Truth  in  it,  neither. is  it  pofilble,  for  in  all 
Cafes  where  good  and  bad  Wool  are  v/orked  .toge- 
ther, the  Good  muft  cover  the  Bad,  fo  Shute  mufl: , 
be  good  Wool,  becaufe  it  covers  the  Warp  or  Chane, 
as   per  Example. 

In  the  Manufafture  of  Druggets  or  Cloth  Serges 
the  Warp  is  made  of  Worfted,  which  may  be  -i, 
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the  Shute  is  made  of  Woollen  Yarn,  which  in 
Milling  covers  the  Warp,  inlbmuch  that  was  they 
drefled  as  Cloth  is  it  would  be  difficult  to  diftinguifli 
them  from  Cloth  ;  therefore  fliould  one  Pack  of  our 
Wool  work  up  two  or  three  Packs  of  theirs,  ours 
would  be  entirely  a  Lofs  upon  them,  for  their 
Courfe,  &c.  muft  cover  our  Fine  Wool,  Co  our 
Fine  would  be  all  lofs,  yet  the  French  and  Dutch 
have  Wool  amongft  them  purchafed  from  Spain 
will  mix  with  ours  in  the  manner  aforefaid,  v/hich 
they  buy  at  6  d.  per  Pound  and  upwards,  and  may 
be  afforded  by  them  cheaper  when  Manufaftured 
with  ours,  than  we  can  fell.  Labour  being  fo  much 
cheaper,  fo  ought  to  beprevented  as  far  as  we  areable. 

As  toWoolof  our  own  Growth,  I've  admitted  to 
be  267000  Packs  growing  m  Great  Britain,,  and 
i 00,000  for  h'eland,  together  367000,  and  wifii 
they  may  prove  fo  many,  for  I  muft  confefs  that 
lam  in  Opinion  I  have  made  too  high  an  Allow- 
ance becauCe  I  would  not  be  thought  to  leffen  our 
Growth,  for  the  fame  Rcafon  Wehher  gave  why 
he  would  not  put  Labour  too  high. 

From  the  367000  Packs  of  Wool  growing  in 
the  Fleece,  I  deduft  5  per  Cent,  for  Winding," 
which  is  18350,  and  reduceth  the  whole  to  348650 
Packs,  of  winch  190,000  is  fold  as  CombingWooi, 
from  which  in  forcing  is  caft  out  unfit  for  Combing 
-f,  viT..  3S000,  by  which  Combing  Wool  is  reduced 
to  152000  Packs,  which  in  Wafliing  and  Comb-- 
ing  waftes  about  -'-,  '^'i'^-  38,000,  fo  that  the  Combed 
Wool  Manufactured  will  be  1 14000  Packs. 

The  Cloathing  Wool,  which  after  winding  i^c. 
is  158650  Packs,  to  which  I  muft  add  thrown 
from  the  Combing  as  unfit  for  th'at  Bufinefs  38000 
Packs,  fothcn  the  Cloathing  Wool  will  be  196650, 
To  which  I  muft  alfo  add  Noyles  that's  taken 
from  the-  Combed  Wool  :j,  which  is  14250, 
makes  the  C]o»ithing  Wool  to  be  210900  Packs, 
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from  which  I  mufl:  dedudl  ^  for  wade  52725,  that 
reduceth  into  138 175  Packs. 

Thefe Wools  are  caft  into  various  Sorts,  which  af- 
ter the  feveral  Reduftions,  Hands  the  Manufa(5i:urer 
one  fort  with  another  in  8  d.  per  Found,  for  tho* 
the  Wool  taken  from  the  Pafture  and  Noyles,  and 
alio  fome  Norfolk  Wool,  ^c.  may  not  be  worth 
more  than  3  /.  los.  per  Pack,  yet  the  Sujfex^ 
Hampjhire^  Dorfet,  Somerfet^  DevonJIoire  JVilts, 
Ibme  part  of  Gloucefterjh'ire^  all  Wales ^  Shropjhire, 
i^c.  are  fold  for  20  or  22  /.  per  Pack  in  the  Fleece, 
others  from  10  or  12  /.  to  6  or  8  /.  per  Pack,  are 
rather  under  than  over  valued  at  8  /.  per  Pack,  af- 
ter the  Redudions  above. 

As  to  Combed  Wool  I  throw  it  into  four  forts, 
as  will  be  fhewn  after  I  have  made  the  feveral  De-* 
dudions  as  follows,  and  give  for  Labour  6  /.  per 
Head  per  Annum,  which  I  think  is  full  as  much 
as  is  earned  one  with  another,  there  being  many 
Children  employ'd  that  can't  get  more  then  6di 
per  Week.  Packs. 

Wool  growing  367000 

Dedudt  for  winding 
5  per  Cenr. 


18350 


348650 


Of  •which  Combine^  ■ 

Wool,  fo  called,  is  ^  ^5>ooo* 

58000 


Dedua  for  Wool 
cail  cue  unfit  to 
Comb. 


Ditto  for  waftc  ^ 


Combing  Wool 


152000 
38006 

11400© 


Cloathing  Wool 
Add   thereto  the 
Combing     Wool 
caft  out 
Ditto  for  Noyles 


Packs. 

158650 

38000 


110900 

Deduft  for  wafte  7        C2-2C 
Manufadturing    5       ^   '    ^ 


Remains  Cloathing 
Wool 


158175 


The  whole  is  Cloathing  Wool  15R175  Packs. 
Combing  Wool  ■  1 14000 

Total     272175  Packs 
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^  I  therefore  begin  my  Calculation  with  CIoathiHg  Wool,  mix. 


Packs. 


A'o.  ofHaudsllVooi  ikLjil;. 


158175 


3000 


2000 


12000 


4000 


Of  Wool  at  8/. />fr  Pad 
Labour  at  1 6 


Combing   Wool  H4000 

Packs.  I. 

For  Stockings  at  — -14 

Labour  at  ■  80 


Ditto  at  - 
Labour  at 


12 
60 


3000 


6000 


26000 


30C00 


28000 


For  Nor'wich  at  —  1 0 
Labour  at  —  — —  50 


For  QothSjSerges,  ^ 
Druggets,  and      >io 
5  times  combing  3 

Labour ■ — ^  30 


For  Lo7tdon  at 10 

Labour  »— —  —  50 


ForCountry-tnade  ? 

Stufe 5   9 

Labour 32 


25308005  ^ 


3796200 


Ditto  at 

Labour  — — 


Ditto  at  — - 
Labour  — 

Ditto  at 

Labour  <— 


28 


-  6 

-  16 


42000 
240000 

282000 


24000 ') 
1200005 

144000 


1796200 


40COC 


1 20000 
600000 


720000 


160000 


30000 
150000 


1 80000 


54000 1 
192000. 


246000 


208000 

728000 


936000 


2  I  OGCO  '^ 
660COO  5 
881^000 


168000 
44SOCO 


616000 


20000 


I  00000 


20000 


25000 


32000 


1 1 0000 


74666 


282000 


144000 


720000 


1 60000 
1 80000 

246000 
936000 
S 70000 
616000 


172175  Packs.  Lab».57888oo 


19*^4799 


-950200 
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N.  B.  I  fhould  have  taken  off  14250  Packs, 
Noyles  which  is  added  to  the  Cloathing  Wool  from 
the  Combing,  but  confidering  Part  ot  the  Wafte, 
charged  upon  the  Combing  is  the  Noyles  afor.faid, 
and  the  Combing  not  wafting  fo  much  in  the  fur- 
ther Manufadlury,  I  have  taken  no  Notice  of  it. 


The  Total  Account  is 


Packs.    \        Labour. 
472175I5788800/. 


Hands  etnployd. 

9^4799 


Wool  znd.  Labour. 
7950200 


I  divide  Labour  by  the  Number  of  Packs,  and 
it  gives  the  Labour  of  each  Pack,  on  an  Avarage, 
about  20/.  16  5.  4  i.  pr  Pack. 


Which  makes  Labour   and  Wool  as' 
above    '  ■ 


/. 


7950200 


ought,    according  to  what  I    have-N 
collefted,  and  what  I  have  obferv'd,  / 
to  dedu6t  in  this  laft  Part  of  the  MaY 
nufaftury  5^d'r  Cd';z/.but  have  deduc-^    i^33©50 
ted  but  2  '\per  Cent,  more  for  Wafte, 
then  the  Accompt  will  ftand    thus, 
Wafte . 


I 


Ditto  for  Home  Confumption  - 
Remains  for  Foreign  Export  — 


6317150 
I 000000 


53^7^50 


And  as  to  the  Price  Pve  valued  Wool  at,  I  am  fure 
is  not  too  much,  for  whatever  ir  waftes  in  Wafhing 
and  Winding,  is  not  Wool,  but  Filth,  imbib'd  in 

the 
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the  Fleece,  yet  I  allow  Wool  hath  bore  a  better 
Price  by  2  d.  or  2  d.  ~per\h.  in  the  Fleece,  more 
efpecfally  Pafture  or  Combing  Wool,  which  hath 
encreafed  upon  us,  by  Inclofures,  almoft  as  much 
as  the  Demand  is  leflcn'd  by  Primed  Linnens,  i^c. 
and  I  don't  fee  how  it  will  advance  again,  unlefs 
the  Royal  Family,  which  is  large,  and  occafions 
many  Birth-days,  fhould  think  proptr  (at  lea  ft  once 
3.  Year)  to  wear  Worfted  Stuirs,  which  may  be 
Embellifhed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  appear  Splen- 
did, and  by  that  means  bring  them  into  a  Faftiion  ; 
and  alfo  if  the  Gentlemen  would  wear  Duroys, 
or  other  Worfted  Stuffs  during  the  Summer,  and 
on  fuch  Birth-days  Embellifl-icd  as  aforelaid,  it  would 
n  jt  only  render  them  Faftiionable  at  home,  but  like- 
wife  in  all  our  Colonies  abroad,  and  would  put  the 
Manufa(5turers  on  emulating  or  vying  with  each 
other,  as  might  in  a  great  Meafure  reftore  the  ufe 
of  that  Wool  which  is  moft  heavy  on  our  hands, 
and  moft  coveted  abroad. 

I  am  now  to  beg  your  Lordfliips  Pardon  if  Pve 
in  any  wife  exceeded  the  bounds  I  have  laid  down 
and  promifed  to  keep  to  in  the  beginning  of  this 
EfTay,  apprehending  it  may  be  fiid  that  I  am  warm, 
to  which  I  anfvver  (as  the  Dod:or  did  under  the 
Charatfler  of  the  Draper)  I  am  fo,  and  as  I  think 
with  great  Juftice  filled  with  Refcntment  againft 
fuch  as  I  apprehend,  inftead  of  promoting  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  which  they  pretend  to,  are  iomenting 
and  raifing  Difturbances  amongft  us  i  but  I  had  no 
defign  to  give  Umbrage  to  any  Body  of  Men,  or 
fingle  Man,  and  am  forry  if  the  Subjed  hath  led  me 
into  any  unbecoming  ExpreOion.  I  thercibre  fhall 
not  derogate  from  the  Merit  due  to  any  of  the  Per- 
fons  I  may  be  thought  to  have  been  feverc  upon  •, 
for  if  Mr.  Wehher  was  the  firft  that  thought  of  a 
Publick  Regiftry  (which  undoubtedly    is  the  bell 

I  Method 
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Method  for  preventing  the  Smuggling  pur  Wool 
as  aforefiiid)  he  ought  to  have  the  Merit  of  it  and 
alfo  be  rewarded  :  But  I  have  heard  a  Regiftry  is 
an  old  Thing,  and  hath  been  upon  or  near  the 
Coafts  for  many  Years,  how  it  hath  been  kept  I 
can't  account  for  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  enough  to 
fay  Mr.  JVehlcr^s  Scheme  is  fuch  that  cannot  be 
fathomed.  He  propofing  122  Patentees  fhall  be 
named,  ijiz.  one  for  each  Country,  and  they  and 
their  Heirs  to  enjoy  it  for  ever,  without  providing 
any  Sallary  either  for  them,  their  Succeflbrs, 
or  their  under  Clerks,  which  mud  be  very  nume- 
'  roqs,  for  no  Man  is  to  go  any  farther  than  the  next 
Parifli  for  his  Permit,  or  any  other  Matter  relating 
thereto.  So  that  if  the  Patentees^  &c.  are  to  Work 
for  nothing  they  may  eafily  be  fiippofed  to  he  liable 
io  he  corrujjted.  But  if  fuch  numbers  as  mud  be  em- 
pioyed,  and  the  Patentees  be  well  paid  for  their 
'iVouble,  which  ought  to  be,  or  none  vvill  accept 
of  fuch  a  Trufl  for  hlmfejf  and  his  Heirs,  it 
would  be  an  infupportable  Tax,  if  he  propofeth  his 
Patentees  and  Officers  fhould  be  paid  in  ,  Propor- 
tion to  Tiyhat  he  would  give  his  Labourers  in  the 
Manufadury,  for  I  was  told  by  one  of  his  Friends 
if  it  was  left  to  the  Management  of  the  Govern- 
ment it  vvould  require  20000  Hands,  therefore  I 
imagine  he  would  employ  fo  many.     '  . 

But  in  my  opinion  150  for  Great  Britain  (which 
is  about  the  Number  of  Supervifors  in  the  Excife) 
and  call'd  by  the  Name  of  Wool  Infpeftors,  with 
the  help  of  the  Excife  Officers,  which  are  very  nu- 
merous and  much  at  Leifurc  at  Shear  Time,  when 
Malting  and  Brewing  are  out  of  Seafon,  will  be 
fufiicientto  Regifter  all  the  Wool  that  is  clipt.  But 
as  a  further  Aid  all  the  Sheep  Shearers  may  be  ad- 
mitted at  the  Qijarter  Scflions  precceding  Shear 
Time,  and  be  Sworn  to  make  a  true  return  of  the 

number 
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number  of  Fleeces  and  Weight,  nnd  to  whom  it  be- 
longs,  and  the. Place  where  houfcd,  and  tranfmic 
a  true  Account  thereof  to  the  Perfons  that  may  be 
employed  by  the  Government  to  Regidei*  the  Hi  me, 
for  which  they  may  be  paid  2  d.  per  Pack,  and  be 
liable  to  a  Penalty  on  Fraud. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  more  Officers  called  Super- 
vifors  or  Infpe(ftors  oftheWool]enManufaclury,who 
Ihall  not  only  attend  at,  but  affix  the  Seal  of  Proof 
and  Qiiality  to  every  piece  of  Goods  fo  infpctfted, 
and  tranfmit  to  iho.  Office  aforefaid  an  ilccount,  for 
which  the  Government  fhall  receive  2  s.  per  Pack  : 
But  as  thofe  Laws  cannot  be  made  'till  the  fitting 
of  Parliament,  it  is  humbly  propofed  that  a  fliorc 
Bill  may  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  to  make  an 
Enquiry  into  the  Produce  of  the  Growth  of  the 
laft  Year,  by  which  means  your  Lordfhips  v;ill  be 
able  to  judge  what*s  proper  to  fix  the  Price  to  be 
paid  per  Pack,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Crown  may 
not  fuffer,  nor  the  Grower  oppreft. 

What  I  firther  propofed  hinting  is,  what  I  fear 
may  happen, that  the  neceffitous  Farmer,  when  there 
is  a  glut  of  Wool,  as  there  always  v/ill  be  at  Shear 
Time,  by  bringing  IriJIj  Wool  over,  as  to  ren- 
der the  Commodity  cheaper  rather  than  dearer, 
and  how  that  may  be  prevented  without  a  Mono^ 
poly  :  But  that  may  be  thought  of  when  the  Parlia- 
ment fhall  enter  upon  the  Bill. 

My  Lords,  I  can't  well  difmifsthis  Affair  with- 
out taking  (bme  notice  of  an  Expreffion  dropt  from 
Mr,  London,  relating  to  the  Woollen  Manufac- 
ture, tho'  he  commends  the  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  encouraging  the  Linnen  in  Ireland,  and 
afTerts  that  all  the  Manufadures  in  both  KinG;dom3 
are  not  worthy  to  be  mentioned  in  Competition 
with  it,  that  alone  employing  more  Hands  than 
all  the  other  put  together  ;  iu  which  I  hope  he  is 
1  a  mucU 
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much  miftaken.  I  fliall  begin  therefore  with  li'S- 
land,  if  we  may  guefs  by  what  comes  here,  it's 
computed  that  we  have  had  for  fome  Years  pall 
about  20000  Packs  of  Irijh  Woollen  and  Bay 
Yarn,  which  are  fold  on  an  Average  for  lo  ^.  per 
Pound,  viz.  120000/.  and  that  they  bring  over 
I^i//j  Linnens  to  the  amount  of  500000/.  Annu- 
ally }  fo  the  Manufa6lure  of  Linnen  is  4  Times 
the  value  of  the  Woollen.  I  believe  the  fame  will 
be  admitted  for  North  Biitain,  As  to  South  Britain 
and  JVales,  the  Cafe  is  not  the  fame  as  to  Linnens, 
tho'  we  have  fcvcral  Fabricks  of  that  fort  here  too, 
viz.  in  Lancnjhire,  JVales,  IFarzvicky  Leicejler- 
fiire^  and  pirt  of  Northampton/hire^  as  alfo  in 
Siifoik  :  But  we  have  large  Manufactures  of  Silk, 
300  Weight  ot  which  the  Golden  Fleece  (an  Au- 
thor of  their  own)raith  will  giveEmployment  to  593 
Perfons  for  the  fame  Time  that  3  Packs  of  Wool 
doih  to  366:  Therefore  thefe  with  our  Cottons 
made  for  Printing,  Fm  afraid  will  ballance  the 
Woollen,  exclufive  of  Tinn,  Copper,  Lead,  Iron, 
Leather,  and  the  Manufid:ures  from  them  ;  as. 
alfo  all  Clock-work,  Plate-work,  all  manner  of 
Toys,  whether  in  Wood,  Cabinet-work,  Glafs 
Works,  and  Buttons  and  Manchefier  Goods,  ^c. 
Therefore  your  Lordfliips  as  Guardians  of  our  whole 
Commerce  will  take  care  not  only  to  preferve,  but 
improve  every  Branch  of  it. 


POST. 
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SINCE  my  fending  this  Eflay  to  the  Prcfs, 
there  has  appear*d  the  Draper's  Reply  to  fo7ne 
Remarks  on  the  Coitfequences  of  Trade.,  which  feeni 
to  be  taken  from  my  Eflay,  that  was  wrote 
before  the  Rifmg  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and 
would  have  appeared  much  fooner,  but  was  poft- 
poned  by  Advice  of  fome  I  efteemed  Friends,  to 
whom  I  fhew'd  it,  who  told  me  they  thought 
*twas  better  to  flifle  the  Appearance  of  it,  till  fome 
little  Time  before  the  Sitting  of  the  prefent  ;  thefe 
Re??iarks.,  tho'  I  have  endeavour'd  by  all  Enquiries, 
I  can't  find  out.  I  Ihould  be  forry  if  I  fhould  fug- 
geft  wrong,  becaufe  it's  poflible  the  Author  of  them 
may,  in  fome  Meafure,  have  thought  in  the  fame 
Way  I  have. 

The  Reply,  wrote  by  the  Doflor,  is  much  of  a 
Piece  with  his  Confequences,  under  the  Charadler  of 
the  Draper.,  with  this  Difference  only,  that  he  has 
own'd  a  great  Part  of  wiiat  has  been  charged  upon 
him,  with  Regard  to  his  Ignorance  at  Calculation, 
and  fays  London  and  JVehher  were  anfwerable  for 
them,  tho'  I  fhall  fhew  the  contrary. 

In  his  Addrefs  to  the  Citizens  of  hondon,  after 
haranguing  them  upon  their  Loyalty  to  their  Prince 
and  Attachment  to  the  true  Church  oi  England, 
the  Liberties  of  the  SubjecH:,  and  their  conftanc 
Care  in  all  their  Struggles  for  their  juft  Rights  as 
EngUJhmen.,  tells  them  that  Mr.  Wehher.,  by  the 
faid  Attachments,  has  reduc'd  himfelf  to  Want, 
and  recommends  they  would,  in  a  publick  Capa- 
city, 
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city,  raife  him  a  Support  equal  to  the  Sufferings 
he  underwent,  as  he  fays,  for  their  Good,  which 
all  Men,  not  in  the  French  Intereft,  ought  to  con- 
tribute to  -,  then  fays,  the  late  Lord  Mayor,  mean- 
ing Mr.  Parfons,  he  is  well  informed  would  have 
moved  it  in  Council  ;  and  if  fo  popular  a  Magiftrate 
had  made  Rich  a  Motion,  none  would  dare  to  ob- 
jedl  againfl  it. 

Here  this  Pretender  to  Knowledge  fhews  his  Ig- 
norance, as  he  has  done  in  his  Confeq^nences  j  tor 
that  Gentleman,  whofe  Arties  fliould  not  be  raked 
into,  being  in  his  private  Capacity  a  good-natur*d, 
honed  Gentlemen  was  the  only  one,  perhaps,  iri 
Great-Britain  that  could  be  fufpeded  of  being  in 
the  French  Intereft,  having  peculiar  Favours  gran- 
ted him  from  that  Court,  which  never  was  con- 
ferred upon  any  Citizen  ot  London  before  :  Indeed, 
he  had  the  Misfortune,  (with  the  Do6lor  in  his 
Calculations)  in  his  firft  Mayoralty,  by  Calcula- 
tion and  Computation  to  declare  two  Sheriffs 
elected  ;  which  upon  Examination,  the  Court  of 
Aldermen  fet  afide,  and  confirm'd  thofe  he  had 
rejefled.  Again,  he  doth  not  confider  the  Attach- 
ment of  the  People  he  applys  to,  who  have  late- 
ly conferred  Honours  upon  one  who  has  been 
charged  in  Publick  as  a  Favourer  of  the  Smugglers 
of  Wool,  upon  no  other  Reafon  but  that  they  may 
keep  him  firm  to  their  Party.  Neither  can  it 
be  fuppos'd,  that  Sir  John-,  however  he  may  have 
been  influenced  by  Party  Prejudice,  or  averfe 
to  Smuggling  our  Wool  (as  I  hope  and  believe 
he  is)  will  ever  give  his  Vote  to  pafs  an  A(5l,  to  put 
it  in  the  Power  of  any  one  Man,  or  Number  of 
Men,  to  fet  up  a  Bubble,  by  which  our  Country 
may  be  cheated  of  many  Millions,  tho*  recom- 
mended by  a  Doflor  of  the  Church  of  Englsnd, 

who 
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yrho  fcandalizes  his  Order  by  his  extravagant  ^  Ex- 
aggerations, and  vile  Prevarications,  which  he  now 
endeavours  to  put  on  Wehler  and  London,  tho'  hath 
pafled  them  in  a  different  Manner  on  the  Publick 
in  his  Confequences,  as  followeth,  p.  32,  in  his  Pofi- 
fcript.  '  I  lliould  think  alfo  that  common  Mode- 
'  fly  fhould  be  a  reafonable  Method  to  diftruft,  in 
'  all  Cafes  that  are  not  very  clear,  for  as  much  as 

*  it  may  commonly  be  fuppos'd  that  an  Author 
'  writing  upon  a  Subjetft  fo  little  underftood,   and 

*  where  he  might  expeft  fo  much  Oppofition,  to 

*  be  a  better  Mafter  of  it,  than  a  Perfon,  who, 
'  perhaps,  never  thought  of  it  before,  and  pafTes 

*  Judgment  extempore  :    What  Difcouragements 

*  are  thefe  Inftances  to  fuch  as  are  willing  to  write 
'  in  the  Service  of  their  King  and  Country  ;  equally 
'  abfurd  are  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  violent  Pain  for 
'  fear  the  Calculations  fliould  be  fet  too  high,  when 

*  they  are  convinc'd  they  are  high  enough  to  ruin 
'  us.*  In  Calculations  of  this  Nature,  it's  abfo- 
lutely  impolTible  to  be  perfectly  accurate,  becaufc 
the  Fadls  upon  which  they  are  grounded,  cannot  bs 
certainly  afterted,  tho'  the  oftener,  and  the  more 
1  think  of  them,  am  convinc'd  they  are  rather  ^Qt 
too  low  ;  befides,  he  has  added  to  fome  of  Lon- 
doll's  Calculations  fome  Things  not  to  be  found  in 
his  Book. 

In  Page  19,  of  his  Book,  quoted  by  m.e  in  the 
Eltliy,  where  I  have  faid,  that  Ireland  might  be 
ealily  overcome  by  the  AfTiftance  of  France,  Sc. 
occafion'd  by  our  opprelTing  them.  Left  he  fhould 
cavil  at  my  taking  his  Meaning,  without  hisWords 
exactly  copy'd,  I  here  give  it  in  his  own  Words  : 

*  In  Ireland  there  are  three,  if  not  four,  Papilts  tp 

*  onh  Proteftant,    not  divided   as  formerly,    and 

*  headed  by  the  Chiefs  of  different  Parties,  and 

^       ■  *  all 
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*  all  fighting  ngainfl  one  another  ;  thofe  Heads 
'  are  now  no  more,  and  thofe  Parties  are  united, 
'  and  all  in  fuch  a  State,  that  they  would  think 
'  any  Change  defirable  :  They  are  at  prefent  in- 

*  deed  without  Arms  or  Military  Knowledge,  but 
'  France  and  Spain  have  15000  of  their  Country- 
'  men,  who  may  both  carry  them  Arms,  and  teach 

*  them  the  Ufe  of  them  :  And  the  miferable  Con- 

*  dition  of  that  Nation,  which  may  make  it  fo 

*  eafy  for  France  to  gain  them  over  to  her  Intereft, 
'  has  been  owing  to  a  moft  fcupid  Piece  of  Eng- 
'  li/Jj  Policy,  di(5bated  by   Avarice  and   Jealoufy, 

*  The  feven  Letters  above-mention*d  demonftrate, 
'  that  we  have  been  injuring  our  fclves  by  cramp- 
'  ing  and  didreffing  them.*  Whether  this  he  not 
High  'Treafon,  let  him  appeal  to  the  Tryal  o/' Alger- 
non Sidney,  and  I  then  fancy  he  need  not  be  afraid 
to  go  into  Smithfield  •,  hut  muft  acknowledge,  if  he^s 
not  drawn  upon  a  Sledge  to  'Tyburn,  it*s  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  Lenity  of  the  Government. 

Then  canting  firft,  and  bullying  afterwards,  that 
he  had  rather  die  in  the  Field  of  Battle,  than  hve 
'in  the  Terror  of  Exile  ;  and  fays,  he  has  not  the 
lead  Didike  to  the  Miniftry,  any  farther  than  he 
has  received  Perfonal  Difobligations  from  them  ; 
'and  as  Cato  faid  of  Ccpfar,  Let  the  Miniftry  pre- 
ferve  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Draper  is  their  Friend, 
either  to  Vote,  or,  as  'M.V.London  faid  to  Sir  JV — ^ 
T  ,  to  write  for  them.     It's  all  one  to  me,  as 

to  my  ov/n  Perfonal  Views,  who  is  in  the  Admi- 
ftration.  I  have  no  Expectations  from  either  *,  if 
I  had,  I  would  facrifice  them  all  to  the  Common 
Welfare.  I  never  will  belong  to  any  Party  •,  the 
Good  of  the  Publick  is  the  only  Caufe  which  I 
efpoufe  :  And  were  my  own  Father  at  the  Head  of 
the  Adminiftration,    I  wou'd  oppofe  him   in  any 

Meafures 
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Meafures  I  apprehended  to  be  oppofite  to  the 
Good  of  the  Community.  'This  is  a  fine  Decla- 
ration^ hut  the  Dr.  is  full  of  them  throughout  his 
ivhole  Libel.,  fo  not  to  he  regarded. 

He  relates,  in  Page  9,  the  filiy  Story  of  the 
Letter  to  Mr.  IVehher  from  his  Servant,  who  af- 
ferts  he  had  it  from  Count  —= — • — —  :  That  it  would 
be  to  no  Purpofe  to  purfue  his  Scheme  ;  for  it 
was  ftipulated  that  France  fhould  have  what  Wool 
ihe  had  occafion  for  from  England  ;  and  to  give 
him  fomething  of  a  better  Character  than  a  Jour- 
neyman Comber,  has  now  made  him  ride  in  his 
Coach  and  Six  ;  yet  Miinn  mentions  no  fuch 
Perfons,  except  at  j^herville,  and  thofe  are  the  Fan 
Rohisy  who  fettled  there  long  before  PFehher*s 
Memory. 

Page  1 1,  in  the  Remarks.  Suppofing  there  be  a 
private  Stipulation  or  Contracft  with  France  for  our 
Wool,  in  Confideration  of  fome  equivolent  Services, 
we  judge  much  more  favourable  of  the  Conduifl  of 
theMiniftry  than  this  pretended  Friend  the  Remarket 
does  •,  for  if  the  Exportation  of  our  Wool  be  fo 
great  a  Calamity  as  he  acknowledges  it  to  be, 
if  there  be  an  abfolute  neccfTity  of  flopping  it,  if 
fome  more  effectual  Law  be  wanting,  why  was  not 
ibme  I^aw  enafted  20  Years  ago  •,  why  have  we 
given  av/ay  fo  many  Millions  to  our  Enemies, which 
have  enabled  them  to  take  the  Ballance  of  Power 
out  of'our  Hands,  to  infill,  to  demand,  and  pre- 
fcribe  Laws  to  all  Europe  :  Has  this  vaft  Comple- 
ment been  made  to  France  without  fome  Advan- 
tage in  return  ?    The  Remarker  fuppofes  the  M • 

deliberately  intended  the  Ruin  of  his  King  and 
Country  :  But  as  *tis  pofTible  for  the  wifeft  Politi- 
cian to  be  mtftaken,  it  was  better  upon  the  whole, 
to  confant  to  their  having  ourTrade  than  by  keeping 
it  ourfelves,  and  provoke  them  to  Quarrel  with  us : 

K  This 
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This  was  only  an  Error  in  Judgment,  and  what- 
ever the  Remarker  may  think,  I  am  more  inclined 
to  judge  thus  favourable  of  his  Intentions  from  the 
Language  of  his  avowed  Friends.  1'bis  I  think  like 
the  re/i  of  the  Dolors  villainous  Prevarications,  and 
fcandalous  'way  of  ahufmg  the  Minifter,  making  him 
a  Betrayer  of  his  Country.,  and  his  avowed  Friends 
the  greateft  Ideots,  however  in  Politicks ^  for  it's  well 
known  every  Nation  has  a  Right  to  fettle  their 
own  Commerce,  without  giving  Umbrage  to  any  other 
State  whatever. 

Page  3.  Says  any  Man  that  makes  the  Calcu- 
lations of  the  Growth  of  Wool  low  (by  which  I  fup-- 
fofe  he  means  not  ft)  high  as  he  does)  writes  like  an 
Enemy  to  his  Country,  then  gives  up  his  own  A- 
bilities  at  Computations,  tho'  he  has  efpoufed  them 
in  /Z?^  Draper,  and  charges  them  all  prof ejfedly  taken 
from  Mr.  London  ;  then  refers  to  London'j  Anfwer 
to  the  Remarks  in  the  London  Magazine  for  Auguft 
laft,  which  fe ems  to  be  a  Panegyrick  wrote  betwixt 
the  Do6lor  and  London  upon  themfelves,  but  indeed  he: 
has  introduced  two  Methods  of  Calculation,  by  which 
he  would  make  it  appear  the  Growth  of  Wool  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  amounts  to  more  than  1500,00a 
Packs  per  Annum  :  In  one  he  fuppofes  the  People  oj 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  eat  cue  with  another  one 
Pound  of  Mutton  Weekly,  tho*  he  has  made  2000,000 
of  People  in  England  and  Wales  only  upon  the  Parifh 
Books,  ^  part  of  which  are  old,  and  Children  unfit  for 
Labour.  The  Inhabitants  of  Ireland  a)r  ^  if  not  ^th 
Roman  Catholicks  ;  19  out  of  20  (not  living  bet' 
ter  than  the  Negroes  in  our  Plantations)  and  ma- 
ny  of  them  don't  eat  aPound  of  Mutton  in  a  Teary 
therefore  it  may  be  fairly  computed  they  don't  eat  ons 
with  another  4  of  a  Pound  V/eekly,  which  on  a  fair 
Reckoning.,  will  not  make  fo  many  Packs  as  I  have 
done. 

But 
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But  before  I  proceed  farther  on  this  Calculation,  I 
beg  Leave  to  finifh  with  my  Dr.  in  which  I'll  be 
as  fhort  as  I  can,  and  then  proceed  with  Regard  to 
the  Calculation.  Could  any  Man  but  him,  this 
Man,  under  a  facred  Chara<5ter,  who  is  no  Fool, 
therefore  muft  be  a  K  w,  have  dared  to  declare. 
Page  27,  in  the  Draper,  that  he  writes  from  Con- 
vi(5lion  ?  viz.  But  I  call  God  to  witnefs,  that  I  write 
from  full  Convi<ilion,  and  with  the  mod  upright 
Intention,  not  from  any  Perfonal  Difobligations, 
or  with  any  Party  Views  ;  I  am  entirely  fatisfy'd, 
that  the  King  and  the  Nation  muft  unavoidably  be 
undone,  unlefs  an  immediate  Stop  be  put  to  the 
Exportation  of  our  Wool,  and  that  nothing  but  a 
univerfal  Regiftry  in  Charter  can  effedlually  do  it : 
I  gave  a  Hint,  that  this  honeft  and  ingenious  Pro- 
jedlor  feems  to  be  raifed  up  by  a  particular  Ad  of 
Providence,  to  fave  us  from  Ruin  :  He  has 
found  out  what  no-body  could  contrive,  tho*  many 
have  rack'd  their  Invention  ever  fince  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's Time  •,  and  this  Scheme  is  far,  very  far, 
(to  my  own  Knowledge  I  fpeak  it)  from  being  all 
that  he  can  propofe  to  the  Government  for  the  In- 
tereft  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Com- 
munity :  In  Ihort,  1  never  yet  convers'd  with  any 
one  who  feems  to  me  to  underftand  Trade  and 
Commerce  in  general  fo  well,  or  how  to  improve 
the  Trade  or  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  in  particu- 
lar, and  I  never  yet  met  v/ith  his  Superior,  hardly 
his  Equal,  in  Integrity  ;  he  was  told,  that  he  would 
but  once  repent  his  not  coming  into  the  Propofals 
that  have  been  made  him  ;  but  not  the  two  hundred 
Millions  that  we  might  have  faved  by  keeping  our 
Wool  at  home,  nor  more  than  twice  that  Sum, 
which  France  has  acquir'd  by  getting  it :  Nothing 
can  make  him  repent  his  having  endeavour'd  to 
fave  his  King  and  Country  from  Ruin. 

K  2  All 
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AH  which  is  wrote  to  juftify  a  filly  Story,  told 
by  him.  Page  23,  in  the  fame  Book  where  he  tells 
you  Webber  W3.S  offered  20000/.  and  his  Statue 
erefted  at  Blackwell-Hall ;  is  it  poffible  to  fuppofe 
this  Gentleman  (for  fo  I  muft  call  him,  whilft  he  is 
poffefs'd  of  his  Habit)  could  imagine  this  was  faid 
any  otherwife  than  by  way  of  Sneer  ?  Doth  he 
know  any  Body  that  will  buy,  what  is  call'd  in  low 
I^ife,  a  Pig  in  a  Poke^  or,  rather  a  Poke  with- 
out a  Pig  ?  Yet  he  carries  it  further,  after  declar- 
ing the  extraordinary  Knowledge  of  Mr.  Web- 
her,  as  before  recited,  that  the  faid  Webber  would 
not  repent    refufmg  thofe  Propofals    as  above. 

Monjtrum  horrendum  !  Can  this  IMan  be  fiid  to  be 
a  Lover  of  his  Country, that  will  fuffer  it  to  lofe  two 
hundred  Millions,  and  that  Nation  he  efteems  her 
Enemy  to  gain  more  than  twice  the  Sum,  and  (lill 
keep  the  Thing  a  Secret.  What  he  means  by  a 
Saving  his  King  and  Country  from  Ruin,  I  can't 
imagine,  unlefs  it  be  him  at  Avgnon  he  means  -, 
where  feveral,  who  have  made  as  large  Profcfiions 
to  the  Love  of  the  King  and  Country  as  the  Dr.  hath, 
have  made  their  Aifyium.  He  finds  Fault  with  fuch 
as  differ  from  him,  and  calls  them  Republicans^  &c. 
tho'  the  People  who  efpoufe  him,  and  fome  of 
which  he  quotes  in  his  Writings,  are  full  of  the^ 
Panegyrical  Letters  in  Favour  of  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
&c.  to  wit,  the  Daily  Pojl,  the  Champion,  Craft/-: 
man,  and  Cojnmon  Senfe.  He  endeavours  to  ex- 
cufe  himfclf,  by  faying,  he  has  not  excited  the 
People  to  Rebellion.  What  he  has  prevail'd  upon 
them  to  do,  is  only  to  make  Remonftranccs.  Let 
him  look  back  to  1641,  and  he'll  find,  that  fuch 
Jike  Remonftranccs,  fpirited  up  by  Mr.  Webber's 
ever  faithful  Citizens  of  Lo?idon  to  the  Crown, 
brought  the  Royal  Martyr  to  the  Block. 

To 
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To  proceed  to  their  Calculation,  I  have  exa- 
mined ;  and  allowing  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  Men,  Women,  and 
Children,  to  be  twelve  Millons,  which  I  believe  is 
more  than  can  fairly  be  admitted  5  therefore  allow- 
ing i-  of  a  Pound  of  Mutton  per  Head  per  Week 
for  I  of  them,  the  Remainder  being  aged,  or  Chil- 
dren, and  Catholicks  in  Ireland.,  ^c.  it  then  ap- 
pears there  is  no  more  than  356200  Packs  of  Wool 
growing  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  But  thefe 
Gentlemen  make  no  Standard  for  any  Computa- 
tion, at  leaft  for  the  laft  ;  therefore  it  would  be 
neceffary  they  fliould  confult  their  Books,  and  learn 
what  is  proper  to  be  exhibited  to  the  Publick,  be- 
fore they  do  it  with  fuch  Effrontory.  I  think  the 
Dr.  in  his  Reply  iotht  Remarks^  has  afTerted,  thac 
more  than  4  of  the  1500,000  Packs  they  have  fajd 
we  grew  laft  Year,  France  had  already  got.  Had 
they  known  the  Tonage  of  a  Pack  of  Wool,  they 
would  have  found  the  Shipping  to  carry  that  Quan- 
tity, muft,  in  a  manner,  have  cover'd  the  Sea,  it 
requiring  near  8000  Ships  of  one  hundred  Tons 
each  to  have  carry'd  it  over  ;  yet  few  or  none  of 
thefe  have  been  difcover'd. 


E     R     R     A    t:    A. 

PAGE  3.  Line  37,  for  tototally  read  tctaUy.  P.  4.  I.  9,  for 
near  thing  read  a?iy  thing  near.  P.  5.  lines  16  and  17,  for 
Hevjford  xez.di  Hereford.  P.  5-  I.  22,  ior  thereby  rcridi  thoroughly. 
P.  9.  lines  19  and  22,  for  45,0000  read  450,000.  P.  9.  1.  32, 
for  Regijler  read  Regijlry.  P.  9,  1.  34.  for  produces  read  produ- 
ced. P.  14.  1.  12,  for  Regijler  read  Regijlry.  P.  14.  1.  21,  for 
Regijler  read  Regijlry.  P.  18.  Line  the  laft,  for  933966  read 
964799.  P.  19.  1.  15,  read  be  after  mujl.  P.  26.  1.  28,  for 
Nogles  read  Noy/es.  P.  34.  1.  29,  for  ico /.  read  100  Sheep. 
P.  36.  1.  23,  after  Re/naifider  read  viz.  750,000  P- 44.  1-  30j 
for  Envajion  read  E-vaJion.  P.  45.  1.  33,  for  Europcs  read  Eu- 
rope. 
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